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Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020) 
 

Mary Ann Wilker was the biological daughter of Duncan Wasson and Minnie June 

Wilker.  Mary Ann was adopted by her maternal grandparents, William and 

Minnie Fawthrop Wilker, who raised her as their fifth child. 

 

Mary Ann Wilker, the daughter of Duncan Wasson of Onslow, Iowa, and Minnie June Wilker of 

Wyoming, Iowa, was born on April 3, 1916 in Kansas City, Missouri.  Duncan and Minnie June 

never married.  Minnie June’s parents, William and Minnie Fawthrop Wilker, adopted their 

granddaughter and raised Mary Ann as their fifth child with no involvement from Duncan. 

 

  
Duncan Wasson in 1910 (left) and 1918 (right) 

 

• For more about Duncan Wasson, see Joe and Carrie Wasson and Young Duncan Wasson. 

 

Research Notes 

Mary Ann was often referred to as “Maryann” or “Maryanne” in various sources.  I use “Mary 

Ann” because that is how she signed letters to her half-brother Boyd Wasson.  According to Mary 

Ann, her biological mother Minnie June preferred June, which I use here, especially as it helps to 

distinguish her from her mother Minnie, although June was routinely called Minnie in news 

articles when she was younger. 
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Circumstances Surrounding Mary Ann’s Birth and Adoption 

Mary Ann was born on April 3, 1916 in Kansas City, Missouri.  However, her parents gave her a 

May 1st birthday.  She was 16 years old when she was informed of the April 3 date. 

 

Although it is generally accepted that Mary Ann was born in Kansas City, Missouri, and she has 

reported this herself, her Oregon marriage record to John Winn Hughes identifies her birth state 

as Kansas.  I have not yet turned up a birth record for Mary Ann in either state. 

 

In September 1915, the Wyoming Journal reported that Minnie June Wilker had left for Cedar 

Falls, Iowa for a year’s work in the Teachers Training College there.  Assuming that Mary Ann was 

a full-term baby when she was born, June would have been about three months pregnant with 

Mary Ann at this point.  The next time June appeared in a local newspaper was in April 1916, just 

over two weeks after the birth of Mary Ann.  The Wyoming Journal reported that she had been 

living in Greeley, Colorado, and had just arrived in Wyoming to stay with her parents for a few 

weeks.  This visit included the date of May 1st.  Perhaps this was when Minnie June turned her 

daughter over to her parents to raise, although they did not formally adopt Mary Ann until early 

1917, according to mother Minnie’s 1945 obituary. 

 

  
June Wilker leaves for college in Cedar Falls, Iowa, Wyoming Journal, September 16, 1915 (left); 

June visits from college in Greely, Colorado shortly after Mary Ann was born, Wyoming Journal, 

April 20, 1916 (right) 

 

Comment:  Did June name Mary Ann, or did her parents, William and Minnie?  Minnie had 

a sister named Mary Ann. 

 

While June was in town, it was reported that she visited the local high school.  However, there 

was no mention of the new baby.  After her visit, she returned to Colorado to continue school.  

She attended the State Normal School of Colorado while in Greeley, today’s University of 

Northern Colorado.  I have not found any information on how June ended up in Colorado that 

school year when she set off for Cedar Falls the previous September. 

 

During that era, the Jones County newspapers routinely reported on births, travels, family visits 

and the like, but there were no reports of June giving birth to Mary Ann, of Wilker family 

members traveling to Kansas City when Mary Ann was born, or of the Wilkers adopting a child.  

Mary Ann was first mentioned in the local papers in December 1924 when she was ill with what 

was originally believed to be scarlet fever. 
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There are no articles in the Jones County newspapers that connect Duncan Wasson to the Wilker 

family in general or to his biological daughter.  Mary Ann reportedly was never mentioned in the 

Wasson household.  Mary Ann was a Wilker, and Duncan was completely out of the picture when 

it came to raising her. 

 

Duncan died in 1968.  Mary Ann first reached out to Duncan’s son Walter in the 1980s.  Walter 

shared this information with his brothers Glenn and Boyd, taking Boyd aside at his in-laws’ 50th 

wedding anniversary in 1984 to tell him.  The brothers agreed to not tell their mother Esther.  It 

is not known whether Esther knew that Duncan had fathered a child years before their 1921 

marriage as she never mentioned it.  By this time, Glenn and Mary Ann lived relatively close to 

one another in California, so they ended up enjoying visits between families in their later years. 

 

Gossip often thrives in small towns, and the Wassons near Onslow and the Wilkers in Wyoming 

lived within five miles of each other in the same township.  During a return trip to Onslow in 

2002, Boyd asked several people who knew the Wasson family if they had ever heard about this, 

but none were aware of it. 

 

Research Notes 

Because Mary Ann was adopted and raised by June’s parents, Mary Ann’s biological grandparents 

became her parents and her Wilker aunts and an uncle became her siblings.  When discussing 

Mary Ann’s life and family, I’ll use these adoptive roles rather than the biological ones because 

they represent the life that Mary Ann lived. 

 

There was a peculiarity in some of the news articles written about William Wilker.  Some articles 

acknowledged Mary Ann as his fifth or adopted daughter and included her two sons in counts of 

his grandchildren, but some did not.  It may have been up to the person providing information 

for the article.  I’ll note that the news article about June’s death identifies Mary Ann as her 

daughter. 

 

I will speculate about what may be an unanswerable question at this point.  Did Duncan know 

that Mary Ann was his daughter?  By moving from Cedar Falls, Iowa to Greeley, Colorado while 

she was pregnant, June would have minimized the chance of being around other students from 

Jones County who might have carried that information back home.  The news coverage of June’s 

return to Wyoming after Mary Ann was born was unlike any of the routine coverage of newborns 

in the local papers, and none of the Wilker news coverage over the years mentioned June as Mary 

Ann’s biological mother.  And as I mentioned above, when questioned, people from the area who 

knew the Wassons were not aware of the connection between Duncan and Mary Ann.  It could 

be the case that Duncan may not have known that Mary Ann was his daughter. 

 



Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)  4 

William and Minnie Wilker 

Mary Ann’s parents, William and Minnie Wilker, emigrated from Ontario to the United States in 

1892. 

 

William Wilker was born January 29, 1869 in Tavistock, Ontario to Leonard and Christena Wilker.  

However, William reported that his parents died when he was quite young, so William was raised 

by his grandparents. 

 

Comment:  I have not yet come across a Canadian birth record for William Wilker.  There 

is an 1871 Canadian census record that seems to fit him.  It puts a two-year-old William in 

a household headed by Leonard and Margaret (Margaretha) Wilker (grandparents who 

emigrated from Germany to Canada) and includes their two daughters, Christena 

(mother) and Mary.  Christena is not identified as either married or widowed, suggesting 

that she was a single mom when this William was born.  A never-married Christena Wilker 

married John Grayson on May 23, 1876, seven months before she gave birth to their 

daughter Ada.  Ada and a second child born in this marriage, Lorn, both died as children.  

Christena died in 1887.  Although name, date and location information match, I would like 

to find a birth record for William to confirm that this record includes him. 

 

 
1861 Canadian Census, including 2-year-old William Wilker 

 

 
Headstone for Christena Wilker Grayson, South Easthope Cemetery, Shakespeare, Ontario 



Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)  5 

William described himself as a sickly child – consumption – who was not expected to live very 

long.  This limited his time in school while he was growing up, as he had to quit school when he 

was just twelve years old. 

 

William married Minnie Aneata Fawthrop on March 25, 1891 in Hespeler, Ontario, now a 

neighborhood in Cambridge, Ontario.  They met while they were both attending the Baptist 

Church in Hespeler, where she played organ.  That said, they celebrated their 50th wedding 

anniversary in 1940, according to an article in the Cedar Rapids Gazette. 

 

 
Marriage record (left column) for William Wilker and Minnie Fawthrop, Galt, Ontario (now part 

of Cambridge), March 25, 1891 
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William and Minnie Wilker celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary, Cedar Rapids Gazette, April 

5, 1940 

 

Minnie was born in November 1870 in Brantford, Ontario to Jabez and Sarah Fawthrop.  Minnie’s 

father, Jabez Fawthrop, was born on January 27, 1827 at Northarm Hall, Lord Hetherford’s Estate, 

in Yorkshire, England.  His father, also named Jabez Fawthrop, was a barrister-at-law.  In 1846, 

the younger Jabez married Sarah Ann White, and in 1857 Jabez and Sarah emigrated to what is 

now Ontario, Canada.  They had ten children including Minnie.  The others were Margaret 

Fawthrop, Mrs. Fred Moore, Mrs. Sarah Hirst, Emma Fawthrop, Abram Fawthrop, Jabez 

Fawthrop, James Fawthrop, Mrs. N.A. Hopkins, and Mrs. John White.  Father Jabez died April 12, 

1917.  Mother Sarah died in about 1888. 

 

  
Jabez Fawthrop (left); his obituary, Pickering News, April 20, 1917 (right) 
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St. Peter’s Church (now the Cathedral Church of St. Peter), Bradford Parish, Yorkshire, England 

marriage record for Jabez Fawthrop and Sarah Ann White, January 3, 1847 

 

  
Headstone for Jabez Fawthrop (left) and Sarah Ann White Fawthrop, Whitevale Cemetery, 

Durham, Ontario 
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William’s early occupation has been described as tinsmith or metalworker.  He briefly worked in 

Detroit, Michigan before returning to Ontario.  There, he was working as a tinsmith in Preston, 

Ontario when daughter Marguerite was born on September 23, 1891. 

 

 
1891 Canadian Census (April 21st) record for William and Minnie Wilker, Preston Village, Ontario 

 

Not long after Marguerite was born, William offered his services in an ad submitted to a New 

York trade magazine.  He received word that he was offered a job as a metalworker at a Wyoming, 

Iowa hardware store via a telegram that he received when he and his wife were attending a band 

concert in a Windsor, Ontario park. 

 

In early April 1892, he set off for Wyoming, temporarily leaving his wife and daughter behind.  

William traveled to Davenport, Iowa and then caught a train due to arrive in Wyoming at 930PM.  

The town of Wyoming was dark when William arrived.  Even the hotel had closed for the night.  

But he ran into a Mr. Williams who offered him a place to stay for the night. 

 

The next morning, William met a different Mr. Williams, his new employer at R.S. Williams 

Hardware, and started work at his new job for $50/month.  William Wilker sent for his family, 

and they soon settled into life in Wyoming, Iowa. 

 

While working for Williams, Wilker invented a new furnace, the Wilker Combination Wood and 

Coal Furnace.  They sold about 150 of these locally, but they ultimately didn’t scale up production 

due to the upfront costs it would have taken to do so. 

 

 
Ad for the Wilker Combination Wood and Coal Furnace, Wyoming Journal, June 14, 1900 
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Bert Tourtellot & Co., bought out the Williams’ hardware and furnace stock.  In 1905, Tourtellot 

Hardware closed, and sold its stock to Brainard & Schamel Hardware.  William responded to this 

by opening his own store, William Wilker Hardware, in the Loomis Building in downtown 

Wyoming in January 1906, the site of today’s Wyoming Public Library.  He operated the store 

until 1939 when he retired at the age of 70. 

 

  
Bert Tourtellot buys out Williams Hardware, Wyoming Journal, May 21, 1896; Tourtellot 

Hardware is sold, Monticello Express, December 28, 1905 

 

  
R.S. Williams (left); Bert Tourtelot (right) 
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William Wilker opens hardware store, Monticello Express, January 25, 1906 

 

  
With the closing of Bert Tourtellot & Company, William Wilker opened his own hardware store, 

Wyoming Journal, January 25, 1906 (left); the ad (right) 

 

Soon after, William hired Edward Grayson of Tavistock, Ontario, who had relocated to Wyoming 

the previous year.  Recall that William’s likely mother Christena Wilker married a John Grayson 

near Tavistock in 1876, so it is possible that Edward was related to William through that marriage. 

 

 
William hires Edward Grayson, Wyoming Journal, February 8, 1906 
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Partial glimpse of William Wilker Hardware to the far left on Wyoming’s Main Street, 1910 

 

 
Wilker Hardware opened at this location in the Loomis Building about six years after this photo 

was taken, Midland Times, November 30, 1978 
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The Wyoming Public Library is located where Wilker Hardware once operated, 2024 

 

     
Local newspaper ads from 1934 and 1936 for William Wilker Hardware 
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William and Minnie had three more children during their first several years in Wyoming.  In 

addition to firstborn Marguerite, these included the following: 

• Aneata Helen Wilker, born in December 12, 1892 

• Minnie June Wilker, born June 24, 1894 

• William Fawthrop “Will” Wilker, born August 16, 1903 

 

William was naturalized as a U.S. citizen in 1901.  At some point, the Wilkers purchased a house 

in Wyoming.  In 1914, they bought their first car, an REO. 

 

During the summer of 1911, the Wilkers purchased their second Wyoming home, the house at 

105 E. Green Street, and temporarily rented out their old house.  The Wilkers remodeled their 

new house in 1912.  This is where they finished raising their family – it was the only home Mary 

Ann knew when she was growing up.  Long after his wife died, William continued living in this 

house, residing there for most of the rest of his life. 

 

 
The Wilker home (arrow) at what is now 105 E. Green Street, Wyoming, Iowa, 1922 
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The Wilker home in 2024 

 

 
The Wilker home in 2024 
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Wyoming’s Green Street, 1912 

 

In April 1916, their daughter June gave birth to Mary Ann, and then June turned Mary Ann over 

to William and Minnie to raise.  They formally adopted Mary Ann in early 1917 to raise as their 

fifth child.  Of her four new siblings, sisters Marguerite and June were adults when Mary Ann was 

born, and sister Aneata had died several years before Mary Ann was born.  Only her brother Will 

was still at home, but he was almost 13 years older than Mary Ann.  Later letters and news reports 

suggest that Mary Ann was closer to Will and his family when they were young. 

 

William was elected to terms on the Wyoming town council (1934; 1936) and the Wyoming 

school board (1934, 1935).  He was also a member of both the Masons and the Shriners.  William 

retired from the hardware business in 1939. 
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William retired from the hardware business in 1939, Cedar Rapids Gazette, July 16, 1939 

 

In addition to her role as wife and mother, Minnie was quite active in church and in a handful of 

social clubs, including the Hawthorne Club.  Minnie often assisted at the hardware store, and she 

enjoyed painting pictures, a youthful interest that she picked up again after they retired. 

 

Minnie died on October 16, 1945 while at the home of her son Will in Wisconsin. 

 

  
Minnie Fawthrop Wilker’s obituary, Monticello Express, October 25, 1945 
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Especially during his later years, William’s hobbies included making lamps and carving chain links 

out of single blocks of wood, mostly for himself or as gifts to family and friends.  Some of his 

lamps incorporated some of his wooden chain links. 

 

William lived to be 101 years old.  After his wife died, he regularly traveled for extended visits 

with his children.  This included often spending summers in Canada and winters in California.  He 

continued to live in his own house until his health began to fail, at which point he moved to a 

Toronto nursing home to be close to daughter Marguerite.  He died in a Toronto hospital on Oct 

17, 1970. 

 

 
William Wilker and his lamp-making hobby, Cedar Rapids Gazette, November 13, 1955 
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Willliam Wilker celebrates his 90th birthday, Cedar Rapids Gazette, January 2, 1959 
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William Wilker’s 90th birthday, Monticello Express, February 5, 1959 
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William Wilker marks his 95th birthday, Cedar Rapids Gazette, January 26, 1964 
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William Wilker dies, Anamosa Eureka, October 22, 1970 (left); William Wilker obituary, Cedar 

Rapids Gazette, October 19, 1970 (right) 
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William and Minnie were buried in the Wyoming Cemetery, Wyoming, Iowa, alongside their 

daughter Aneata. 

 

 
Headstone for William, Minnie and Aneata Wilker, Wyoming Cemetery, Wyoming, Iowa 

 

Starting in 1955, Marguerite gave the William Wilker Award of $250 each year to the Wyoming 

High School student graduating with the highest grades who planned to enter a college or 

university.  In 1965, she established a permanent scholarship trust fund of $10,000 to continue 

the awards, now offering $200 each to the boy and girl with the highest grade standing and plans 

to continue their education. 
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Daughter Marguerite Wilker Johnson establishes a permanent scholarship fund in honor of her 

father (Midland Schools consolidated the Wyoming schools with other nearby districts), 

Monticello Express, May 20, 1965 
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Young Mary Ann Wilker 

What we know of Mary Ann’s time growing up – primarily from local newspapers – seemed 

typical for that time.  News reports mentioned school activities, church programs and the 

birthday parties of friends. 

 

The family traveled regularly to see Marguerite, June and Will as well as relatives in Ontario.  They 

also regularly hosted visiting family. 

 

During 1924, Mary Ann took ill during a scarlet fever epidemic in Wyoming.  However, it turned 

out that her case was mastoid cell trouble, and she underwent surgery in Iowa City to treat it. 

 

Mary Ann was a student of Leota Wherry at school, and Mary Ann also took piano lessons from 

her.  Mary Ann often performed piano programs at local clubs, such as the Hawthorne Club of 

which her mother was a member.  She also performed recitals, and she was one of six contestants 

to win a “Superior” rating at a 600-contestant sub-district music contest. 

 

  
A couple of the numerous articles mentioning Mary Ann’s piano performances 

 

Mary Ann attended Wyoming High School where she was elected Glee Club librarian her senior 

year.  She graduated from Wyoming High School as part of its class of 1935. 

 

 
Mary Ann’s high school senior picture, 1935 
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Mary Ann as a Young Woman 

After graduating from high school, Mary Ann continued her education at Cornell College in Mount 

Vernon, Iowa.  Mary Ann sang as a member of a chorus that performed the school’s 31st annual 

presentation of Handel’s Messiah at the Cornell College chapel.  As a member of the Cornell 

College English Club, Mary Ann contributed the story The Journey of the Wooden Shoes to the 

college’s The Children’s Christmas Book.  Prose and verse by Iowa writers. 

 

The following school year, Mary Ann transferred to the University of Wisconsin (Madison) where 

she remained until she graduated with a degree in art.  She also earned a Bachelor of Arts degree 

from the Iowa State Teachers College. 

 

During summer break in 1937, Mary Ann traveled overseas aboard the S.S. Queen Mary with a 

group of 30 young people for a 10-week tour of European countries.  After she returned, she 

presented a travelogue of her trip to a Wyoming church group before returning to school. 

 

 
Mary Ann traveled to Europe, and the Wilkers visit Canada, Anamosa Journal, August 26, 1937 

 

After finishing her education, Mary Ann taught in Westmont, Illinois before becoming the art 

supervisor for Calumet, Illinois schools. 
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Cedar Rapids Gazette, December 10, 1935 (left); Cedar Rapids Gazette, December 11, 1935 

(right) 
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Mary Ann Weds John Winn Hughes 

Mary Ann married John Winn Hughes on September 7, 1943, at Astoria, Oregon. 

 

 
John Hughes weds Mary Ann Wilker, Monticello Express, October 7, 1943 

 

 
Return of Marriage record for John Hughes and Mary Ann Wilker 
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Comment:  I assume that John and Mary Ann met at the University of Wisconsin because 

their student years there overlapped, but their careers immediately after graduation took 

them to different locations. 

 

John was born June 10, 1915 in Portage, Wisconsin to Arnold John Hughes and Mae (or May) 

Catherine Winn Hughes.  He was raised in Wisconsin, where he graduated from the University of 

Wisconsin (Madison) in 1939. 

 

 
Marriage announcement for John’s parents, Arnold Hughes and Mae Winn, Portage Daily 

Democrat, Portage, Wisconsin, October 11, 1907 

 

 
Birth announcement for John Winn Hughes, Portage Daily Democrat, Portage, Wisconsin, June 

10, 1915 
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Mae Winn Hughes (right) and daughter Sally, John’s sister 

 

 
Headstone for Michael and Sarah Winn, St. Mary’s Cemetery, Portage, Wisconsin 
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The obituary for Michael Winn, John’s maternal grandfather, provides some history for that side 

of the family (left); Sarah Agnes Kelly Winn, wife of Michael Winn (right) 
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After finishing college, John worked for a time as a salesman for Rhinelander Paper Mills in 

Wisconsin.  John lived in Wisconsin and then Minneapolis, Minnesota in the years before he was 

drafted into the U.S. Army during World War II.   

 

 
John Hughes’ WWII draft registration 

 

John served in the army for three years, from December 29, 1942 to February 8, 1946, where he 

reached the level of Staff Sargent CAC (Combined Arms Center).  He was stationed at Fort Stevens 

near Astoria, Oregon, where he worked in military intelligence.  It was here  in Astoria where 

John and Mary Ann married. 

 

After WWII, John and Mary Ann settled in San Francisco at 2355 Polk Street (@ Union St.), Apt. 

304, where John worked as an agent representative for the airlines TWA. 

 

 
2355 Polk Street, San Francisco in 2024; © Google Street View 
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Comment:  I don’t know if this was a factor in their ending up in San Francisco, but Minnie 

June Wilker Williams and her husband Gardner LeRoy Williams were living in San Francisco 

at that time. 

 

In December 1947, John was hospitalized with a perforation peptic (stomach) ulcer.  He died from 

related peritonitis eleven days later on December 30, 1947.  John was buried in Golden Gate 

National Cemetery in San Bruno, California. 

 

 
Funeral record for John Hughes 
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Interment record for John Winn Hughes 

 

  
Obituary for John Hughes, San Francisco Examiner, January 1, 1948 (left); headstone for John 

Winn Hughes, Golden Gate National Cemetery, San Bruno, California (right) 



Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)  34 

John and Mary Ann had two sons.  John Winn Hughes, Jr., born October 7, 1945 in Astoria, Oregon 

where his father was stationed at the time, and William Wilker Hughes, born February 27, 1948 

in San Francisco, just two months after his father died. 

 

 
John Winn Hughes, Jr. birth announcement and news of his grandmother’s illness appeared in 

the same news column, Monticello Express, October 18, 1945 

 

In July 1948, Mary Ann moved to San Jose, California, where she raised her sons.   

 

Research Notes 

San Jose is a larger city, and “Hughes” is relatively common last name.  The local newspapers 

carried little of the kinds of “personal” news commonly found in small-town newspapers in those 

days.  When the papers did mention names like John or William Hughes, there often wasn’t 

enough information to determine whether these articles were referring to Mary Ann’s sons. 
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Mary Ann Weds Edward T. Riley 

After 21 years as a widow, Mary Ann married Edward T. Riley on July 5, 1969.  They made their 

home in San Jose, California. 

 

Ed was born on March 21, 1910 in Seattle, Washington, the son of Patrick H. Riley and Grace Carr 

Riley.  The family had moved to California by 1920.  In college, Ed played halfback for the San Jose 

State Teachers’ College Spartans. 

 

 
Ed Riley in college 

 

In 1940, Ed was working as an electrical installer for Western Electric in San Francisco while living 

in Santa Clara County, California.  By 1950, he was working in San Jose as a salesman for a building 

supplies company.  He eventually worked his way up to general manager and controller at his 

employer. 

 

Ed was a widower when he and Mary Ann married.  His first wife Marion (Peggy) Craig Riley died 

in 1967.  Ed and Marion had married in 1936.  They had three children – Sharon, Patricia and 

Craig – who became Mary Ann’s stepchildren.  Ed and Mary Ann had no children together. 

 

Ed survived major heart attacks in both 1965 and 1970.  He died on May 24, 1986 from renal 

failure related to prostate cancer.  He was interred with his first wife at Santa Clara Mission 

Cemetery in Santa Clara, California. 
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Mary Ann’s Later Years, Death and Burial 

Widowed a second time, Mary Ann kept busy in her later years with family visits and her assorted 

activities.  These included five clubs that she belonged to:  Garden, Singles, Organ, Antiques and 

a foursome club. 

 

  
Mary Ann (undated, left) and in 2006 (right) 

 

Mary Ann died on December 3, 2020 at the age of 104.  Public records suggest that she had been 

living with her son John at the time of her death.  She was buried with her first husband John 

Hughes at Golden Gate National Cemetery. 
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John Winn Hughes, Jr. 

Mary Ann and John’s son John married Rita E. Conroy on August 25, 1968 in Santa Clara County, 

California. 

 

   
John, Jr. (left), Rita (center), John, Jr. (right) 

 

John and Rita had two children.  Son John W. Hughes III was born on June 4, 1975 in Santa Clara 

County, California.  Daughter Cherisse Michelle Hughes was born June 18, 1977 in Santa Clara 

County, California.  Cherisse married Scott Dreblow 2007.  They filed for divorce in 2008. 

 

 
John, Jr. and Cherisse Hughes, 2007 
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John III (left), Cherisse (right) 

 

Available public records suggest that John, Rita and their children have remained in the San Jose-

Gilroy area of California up until now.  Cherisse may have married a Kevin Bailey. 

 

Research Notes 

As living people, Ancestry’s information about John Winn Hughes, Jr., and his family is quite 

limited, and little information about the family can be found in the newspapers available on 

Newspapers.com.   

 

William “Bill” Wilker Hughes 

Mary Ann and John’s son William married Paula C. Howard on April 3, 1971 in Santa Clara County, 

California. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill 

 

Bill and Paula had two children.  Daughter Jennifer Jean Hughes was born on February 7, 1975 in 

Santa Clara County, California.  Son Joshua Wilker Hughes was born on August 4, 1977 in Santa 

Clara County, California. 

 

  
Jennifer (left), Joshua (right) 
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Josh appears to be the principal at Los Gatos, California-based Wilker Designs. 

 

 
Photo of Josh Hughes on the Wilker Designs Etsy site 

 

Research Notes 

As living people, Ancestry’s information about William Hughes and his family is quite limited, and 

little information about the family can be found in the newspapers available on Newspapers.com. 

  

Public records suggest that Bill and Paula were living apart in recent years, as there is a Paula 

Claire Hughes Dietrich with the same birthdate but at different addresses. 
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Marguerite Eleanor Wilker 

Mary Ann’s sister Marguerite was born in Preston, Ontario, Canada on September 22, 1891. 

 

 
Wyoming High School graduating class of 1909 included Marguerite Wilker, front row, far left 

 

 
Her commencement program 
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Marguerite married childhood sweetheart Kenneth Babcock on November 28, 1916 in Dixon, 

Illinois.  Babcock had recently purchased a coal and feed business in Wyoming, Iowa.  They were 

divorced in May 1922.  They had no children. 

 

Marguerite then married Dale G. (a.k.a. Glenn D.) Lacey on November 20, 1923 at her parents’ 

home in Wyoming.  Lacey was a Washington, DC dentist originally from Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 

where they met.  They were divorced in May 1926 on the grounds of mental cruelty.  They had 

no children. 

 

Marguerite had a substantial professional career in education.  After she graduated from 

Wyoming High School in 1909, she taught at the local Madison village school, and then completed 

a teaching course at the Iowa State Teachers College, finishing there in 1914.  After that, she 

taught in Mason City, Iowa, Youngstown, Ohio, Wyoming, Iowa and then in Anamosa, Iowa and 

Cedar Rapids schools.  She received her Bachelor’s (1924), Master’s (1925) and PhD (1927) 

degrees at the University of Wisconsin. 

 



Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)  42 

  
Marguerite Wilker was awarded her Ph.D., Davenport Democrat and Leader, June 19, 1927 

(left); Marguerite takes a position at Cornell University, September 18, 1927 (right) 
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From 1927 to 1930, Marguerite taught in the Department of Child Development and Parental 

Education at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York.  This was followed by four years as an 

associate professor in Educational Psychology at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, where 

she collaborated on five books related to the subject of verbal influence on the behavior of 

children.  Because of her work, President Herbert Hoover appointed her to a committee for his 

first child welfare conference held at the White House.  In its April 10, 1939 issue, Time magazine 

reviewed her report, Verbal Influences on Children’s Behavior.   

 

On March 23, 1934, Marguerite married Edward Elsworth Johnson in New York City, and retired 

from teaching.  Edward was a well-known figure in the Ontario lumber industry. 

 

Edward was born in Waupaca, Wisconsin in March 1890.  He received his law degree at the 

University of Wisconsin, and served as the district attorney for Marathon County, Wisconsin, 

before becoming legal counsel for lumber firms in Wisconsin before moving on to Ontario as a 

business manager for his Wisconsin employers.  Edward eventually went into business for 

himself.  That business included timber holdings, a sawmill and a fleet of freighters and tugs on 

the Great Lakes for transporting forest products. 
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Edward Johnson weds Marguerite Wilker, Wyoming Journal, April 5, 1934 
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Edward died October 12, 1953 at their Toronto home, and was reportedly buried in Lakeside 

Memorial Park, Waupaca, Wisconsin.  (The photo used with the entry for him in Find A Grave 

does not show a headstone.) 

 

 
Edward Johnson obituary, Post-Crescent (Appleton, Wisconsin), October 14, 1953 

 

Marguerite died October 3, 1978 in Toronto.  She was buried in the Wyoming Cemetery, 

Wyoming, Iowa. 
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Marguerite Johnson obituary, Anamosa Journal, October 14, 1978 

 

 
Headstone for Edward and Marguerite Wilker Johnson, Wyoming Cemetery, Wyoming, Iowa 

 

Research Notes 

Edward’s name is included on Marguerite’s headstone.  I don’t know if he was reinterred in the 

Wyoming Cemetery. 
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Aneata Helen Wilker 

Mary Ann’s sister Aneata was born in Wyoming, Iowa on December 12, 1892.  When she was just 

seven years old, Aneata developed a serious heart ailment.  She died from that heart ailment on 

February 10, 1906.  She was buried in the Wyoming, Iowa cemetery. 

 

 
Aneta Wilker’s obituary, Wyoming Journal, February 15, 1906 

 

Research Notes 

One obituary puts Aneata’s age at her death as 14 years and two months, which would put her 

birth in December 1891.  That wouldn’t have been possible, given that older sister Marguerite 

was born in September 1891, and that Aneata was born in Iowa.  Aneata shares a headstone with 

her parents.  That headstone says she lived from 1892 to 1905.  This is at odds with news coverage 

of her death, which was reported in February 1906. 
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Minnie June Wilker 

June was born June 24, 1894 in Wyoming, Iowa. 

 

 
Belated birth certificate for Minnie June Wilker 
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There was little mention of her in the local news until September 1915, when it was reported 

that she was setting off “for a year’s work in the Teachers Training College” in Cedar Falls, Iowa.  

She next appears in the news the following spring when she visits her parents in Wyoming in April 

1916 from Greeley, Colorado, where she was attending school at the State Normal School of 

Colorado.  It was about two weeks before this visit when she gave birth to daughter Mary Ann in 

Kansas City, Missouri.  After leaving Mary Ann with William and Minnie to raise, June returned to 

college. 

 

June married Army Lt. Gardner LeRoy Williams on December 1, 1917 in Denver, Colorado, and 

soon moved to Oklahoma where Gardner was stationed at Fort Sill. 

 

 
Gardner Williams weds Minnie June Wilker, Wyoming Journal, December 13, 1917 
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Gardner was born April 14, 1892 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  Before World War I, Gardner 

worked as a shoe salesman.  He then served in the Army from November 27, 1917 to March 4, 

1919, where he achieved the rank of captain. 

 

After his service, Gardner opened the first J.C. Penney store in San Francisco.  For several years, 

he was an executive with J.C. Penney, including as General Manager of the San Francisco store 

from 1933 until he retired in 1952.  He built a home in San Francisco’s Sea Cliff neighborhood on 

a bluff just above Baker Beach, then and now a well-heeled neighborhood. 

 

 
House at 12 25th Ave North, San Francisco, Gardner and June’s address in the 1950 U.S. Census; 

© Google Street View 

 

June and Gardner had one son, Gardner Williams, Jr.  Gardner, Jr., married Anna Lea McDonald, 

and they had four children. 

 

Gardner, Sr. died on May 20, 1959 in La Jolla, California.  Because he served in World War I, he 

was buried in Fort Rosencrans National Cemetery in La Jolla. 
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Gardner L. Williams’ obituary, San Francisco Examiner, May 30, 1959 

 

June died on May 8, 1967, and was buried with her husband. 

 

 
June Williams’ obituary, Los Gatos Times-Saratoga Observer, May 10, 1967 
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Headstone for Gardner and June Williams, Fort Rosencrans National Cemetery, San Diego, 

California 

 

William Fawthrop Wilker 

Will was born August 16, 1903 in Wyoming, Iowa. 

 

Will graduated from Wyoming High School in May 1922, and enrolled at the University of Iowa 

that fall.  He went on to attend medical school at the University of Iowa, graduating in June 1928. 

 

After graduating, he served his medical internship at Metropolitan Hospital in New York City.  The 

following June he accepted a surgeon’s position at Lenox Hospital in New York City as resident 

surgeon, specializing in children’s diseases.  By early 1930, Will had left New York for a position 

at the Iola, Wisconsin hospital, where he practiced medicine for the rest of his life. 

 

 
Will Wilker completes his medical internship, Cedar Rapids Gazette, June 13, 1929 (left) 

 

He married Ruth Lucile Hall in July 1929 in New York City.  Will and Lucile likely met at the 

University of Iowa, as she also graduated from there in June 1928. 
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Will and Lucile had four children – Wanda Matthess, William H. Wilker, Dr. Richard Wilker and 

James B. Wilker – and several grandchildren. 

 

Will died of a heart attack in Iola on September 30, 1950.  He was buried in the Iola Riverside 

Community Cemetery. 

 

 
Headstone for Will and Lucile Wilker, Iola Riverside Community Cemetery, Iola, Wisconsin 

 

After Will died, Lucile and their family returned to Iowa City, where she operated a nursery for 

several years.  Lucile died of a heart attack in January 1978.  Her body was donated to the 

University of Iowa for medical research.  She was eventually buried in a Williamsburg, Iowa 

cemetery, where her parents were also buried. 

 

 
Headstone for William F. Wilker and Lucile Hall Wilker, East York Cemetery, Williamsburg, Iowa 
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Lucile Hall Wilker obituary, Iowa City Press-Citizen, January 30, 1978 
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Research Notes 

Will’s name is on Lucile’s headstone in Iowa, but I don’t know whether he was reinterred there. 

 

Some Iowa birth records suggest that William was born in 1904, but most records and his 

headstone put the year as 1903. 

 

Lucile’s obituary said they married in January 1929, but New York marriage records put the date 

in July 1929. 
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Scenes from Wyoming, Iowa as the Wilkers Saw It 

 

 
Washington Street, 1908 

 

 
The Wyoming train depot 
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The north side of Main Street, 1909 

 

 
The Williams Hotel on the south side of Main Street 
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The Methodist Church 
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