Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)

Mary Ann Wilker was the biological daughter of Duncan Wasson and Minnie June
Wilker. Mary Ann was adopted by her maternal grandparents, William and
Minnie Fawthrop Wilker, who raised her as their fifth child.

Mary Ann Wilker, the daughter of Duncan Wasson of Onslow, lowa, and Minnie June Wilker of
Wyoming, lowa, was born on April 3, 1916 in Kansas City, Missouri. Duncan and Minnie June
never married. Minnie June’s parents, William and Minnie Fawthrop Wilker, adopted their
granddaughter and raised Mary Ann as their fifth child with no involvement from Duncan.

| AP

Duncan Wasson in 1910 (left) and 1918 (right)

e For more about Duncan Wasson, see Joe and Carrie Wasson and Young Duncan Wasson.

Research Notes

Mary Ann was often referred to as “Maryann” or “Maryanne” in various sources. | use “Mary
Ann” because that is how she signed letters to her half-brother Boyd Wasson. According to Mary
Ann, her biological mother Minnie June preferred June, which | use here, especially as it helps to
distinguish her from her mother Minnie, although June was routinely called Minnie in news
articles when she was younger.
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Circumstances Surrounding Mary Ann’s Birth and Adoption
Mary Ann was born on April 3, 1916 in Kansas City, Missouri. However, her parents gave her a
May 1% birthday. She was 16 years old when she was informed of the April 3 date.

Although it is generally accepted that Mary Ann was born in Kansas City, Missouri, and she has
reported this herself, her Oregon marriage record to John Winn Hughes identifies her birth state
as Kansas. | have not yet turned up a birth record for Mary Ann in either state.

In September 1915, the Wyoming Journal reported that Minnie June Wilker had left for Cedar
Falls, lowa for a year’s work in the Teachers Training College there. Assuming that Mary Ann was
a full-term baby when she was born, June would have been about three months pregnant with
Mary Ann at this point. The next time June appeared in a local newspaper was in April 1916, just
over two weeks after the birth of Mary Ann. The Wyoming Journal reported that she had been
living in Greeley, Colorado, and had just arrived in Wyoming to stay with her parents for a few
weeks. This visit included the date of May 1°t. Perhaps this was when Minnie June turned her
daughter over to her parents to raise, although they did not formally adopt Mary Ann until early
1917, according to mother Minnie’s 1945 obituary.

Miss Niinnia w =. who has been '

: o at Greely, Colorado, arrived ‘home

Miss Minnie mlg has. gone to . :
Cedar Falls for o vear's work in the yesterdsay for o few wepks stay with |
COAK SALBIOF B her parents, Mr. and ‘Mrs. Wm,

Teacners Traming Colloge, Wilizer,

June Wilker leaves for college in Cedar Falls, lowa, Wyoming Journal, September 16, 1915 (left);
June visits from college in Greely, Colorado shortly after Mary Ann was born, Wyoming Journal,
April 20, 1916 (right)

Comment: Did June name Mary Ann, or did her parents, William and Minnie? Minnie had
a sister named Mary Ann.

While June was in town, it was reported that she visited the local high school. However, there
was no mention of the new baby. After her visit, she returned to Colorado to continue school.
She attended the State Normal School of Colorado while in Greeley, today’s University of
Northern Colorado. | have not found any information on how June ended up in Colorado that
school year when she set off for Cedar Falls the previous September.

During that era, the Jones County newspapers routinely reported on births, travels, family visits
and the like, but there were no reports of June giving birth to Mary Ann, of Wilker family
members traveling to Kansas City when Mary Ann was born, or of the Wilkers adopting a child.
Mary Ann was first mentioned in the local papers in December 1924 when she was ill with what
was originally believed to be scarlet fever.
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There are no articles in the Jones County newspapers that connect Duncan Wasson to the Wilker
family in general or to his biological daughter. Mary Ann reportedly was never mentioned in the
Wasson household. Mary Ann was a Wilker, and Duncan was completely out of the picture when
it came to raising her.

Duncan died in 1968. Mary Ann first reached out to Duncan’s son Walter in the 1980s. Walter
shared this information with his brothers Glenn and Boyd, taking Boyd aside at his in-laws’ 50t
wedding anniversary in 1984 to tell him. The brothers agreed to not tell their mother Esther. It
is not known whether Esther knew that Duncan had fathered a child years before their 1921
marriage as she never mentioned it. By this time, Glenn and Mary Ann lived relatively close to
one another in California, so they ended up enjoying visits between families in their later years.

Gossip often thrives in small towns, and the Wassons near Onslow and the Wilkers in Wyoming
lived within five miles of each other in the same township. During a return trip to Onslow in
2002, Boyd asked several people who knew the Wasson family if they had ever heard about this,
but none were aware of it.

Research Notes

Because Mary Ann was adopted and raised by June’s parents, Mary Ann’s biological grandparents
became her parents and her Wilker aunts and an uncle became her siblings. When discussing
Mary Ann’s life and family, I'll use these adoptive roles rather than the biological ones because
they represent the life that Mary Ann lived.

There was a peculiarity in some of the news articles written about William Wilker. Some articles
acknowledged Mary Ann as his fifth or adopted daughter and included her two sons in counts of
his grandchildren, but some did not. It may have been up to the person providing information
for the article. I'll note that the news article about June’s death identifies Mary Ann as her
daughter.

| will speculate about what may be an unanswerable question at this point. Did Duncan know
that Mary Ann was his daughter? By moving from Cedar Falls, lowa to Greeley, Colorado while
she was pregnant, June would have minimized the chance of being around other students from
Jones County who might have carried that information back home. The news coverage of June’s
return to Wyoming after Mary Ann was born was unlike any of the routine coverage of newborns
in the local papers, and none of the Wilker news coverage over the years mentioned June as Mary
Ann’s biological mother. And as | mentioned above, when questioned, people from the area who
knew the Wassons were not aware of the connection between Duncan and Mary Ann. It could
be the case that Duncan may not have known that Mary Ann was his daughter.
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William and Minnie Wilker
Mary Ann’s parents, William and Minnie Wilker, emigrated from Ontario to the United States in
1892.

William Wilker was born January 29, 1869 in Tavistock, Ontario to Leonard and Christena Wilker.
However, William reported that his parents died when he was quite young, so William was raised
by his grandparents.

Comment: | have not yet come across a Canadian birth record for William Wilker. There
is an 1871 Canadian census record that seems to fit him. It puts a two-year-old William in
a household headed by Leonard and Margaret (Margaretha) Wilker (grandparents who
emigrated from Germany to Canada) and includes their two daughters, Christena
(mother) and Mary. Christena is not identified as either married or widowed, suggesting
that she was a single mom when this William was born. A never-married Christena Wilker
married John Grayson on May 23, 1876, seven months before she gave birth to their
daughter Ada. Ada and a second child born in this marriage, Lorn, both died as children.
Christena died in 1887. Although name, date and location information match, | would like
to find a birth record for William to confirm that this record includes him.
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1861 Canadian Census, including 2-year-old William Wilker

Headstone for Christena Wilker Grayson, South Easthope Cemetery, Shakespeare, Ontario
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William described himself as a sickly child — consumption — who was not expected to live very
long. This limited his time in school while he was growing up, as he had to quit school when he
was just twelve years old.

William married Minnie Aneata Fawthrop on March 25, 1891 in Hespeler, Ontario, now a
neighborhood in Cambridge, Ontario. They met while they were both attending the Baptist
Church in Hespeler, where she played organ. That said, they celebrated their 50" wedding
anniversary in 1940, according to an article in the Cedar Rapids Gazette.
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Marriage record (left column) for William Wilker and Minnie Fawthrop, Galt, Ontario (now part
of Cambridge), March 25, 1891
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plaintiffs charge that both school
boards failed to give the voters of

vote on the change, -
tiffs term a “cons;
claim that if the question had
been submitted. it would have met
an overwhelming defeat. The pe-
uuon also says that if the action
property taxes in the
lzrntory would be greatly in-
creased.
The phmu(h ask for temporary
and permanent injunction.

Wyoming Couple Are
Married Fifty Years

+ | Special to The Gazette.

WYOMING—Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam Wilker of Wyoming, who are
spending the winter in California,
observed their fiftieth wedding
anniversary March 25.

Mr. and Mrs. Wilker were mar-

ried in Galt, Ontario, Canada. The | erated his
following two years the home was years.
Mr. Wilker served as »
the town council. a
board

own hardware store

made in Preston, Ont, and there-
after in Wyoming. For many
years, Mr. Wilker was empiloyec
as a plumber and tinner. Then op-

R

William and Minnie Wilker celebrate their 50" wedding anniversary, Cedar Rap/ds Gazette April

5, 1940

Minnie was born in
father, Jabez Fawth

in Yorkshire, England. His father, also named Jabez Fawthrop, was a barrister-at-law.

November 1870 in Brantford, Ontario to Jabez and Sarah Fawthrop. Minnie’s
rop, was born on January 27, 1827 at Northarm Hall, Lord Hetherford’s Estate,
In 1846,

the younger Jabez married Sarah Ann White, and in 1857 Jabez and Sarah emigrated to what is

now Ontario, Canada.

They had ten children including Minnie. The others were Margaret

Fawthrop, Mrs. Fred Moore, Mrs. Sarah Hirst, Emma Fawthrop, Abram Fawthrop, Jabez
Fawthrop, James Fawthrop, Mrs. N.A. Hopkins, and Mrs. John White. Father Jabez died April 12,
1917. Mother Sarah died in about 1888.

 amEEN mivEm
On Thursday, April 12th, in bis 91st
| months, Mr. Jabes

m-:lly sny nt.

tb-ho-oo!hh

i l k-
bam. ‘l'hl.old Bopinl. e
was born an. m. lﬂl.n Nonh'
arm Hall etherford's estate in

to

ln 1857 be came to Canada,
5 ille for a of
ears, '.hucc removing to RBrantford.
Low where be came to live at White-
vale, Pickering township, 48 years
. To this nnion were born teo
cb(ldm lwool whom, Margaret and
proended him in

duu: His clgm. n::gnilu children
Wwere present to pny r last respects
to their beloved father: Mrs. Sarah
Hirst, Green River; Emmn, Jabez
and Abram, of Cornwall ; James, of

a Markbam Mrs, Jobn A. White,

‘| Brougham, nd Mrs. Will Wlller of
W\onlng Is., also
ren :

mengnn chlld

Orcar, Obarles and
Whire ; Eva, Myrtle and Bm Hop-
ins: Meldrum Fawth

Geo Ferrier. A(tn the dnth nf hlc
wife 20 years ago, he resided at Woon-
socket, L. uotil sixteen years ago,
whan be retired from *active work to
make his bome with his daughter,
Mrs, N, A. Hopkins, Green River.
After the death of Dr. Hopkinsin 1900
hv moved with Mrs. Hopkinato Ma:i k-
ham, where he hns had the kind and
loving care which made h . ded!nlug
yeurs so pleasant and comfortabl
Service was beld at 1.30 on Hond-y
nfrernoon at the home of Mrs. Hop-
kin=, rondocted by Rev. Mr. Grabham,
;-u- r of tbe Preshyterian church at

arkham, assistad at the grave by
Rev. Mr. Crickington, psstor of the

Baptist church. Whitavale, which was
by friende and

Jabez Fawthrop (left); his obituary, Pickering News, Apr/l 20 1917 (r/ght)
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Page 50.
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St. Peter’s Church (now fhe Cathedral Church of ét. Peter), Bradford Parish, Yorkshire, England
marriage record for Jabez Fawthrop and Sarah Ann White, January 3, 1847
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Headstone for Jabez Fawthrop (left) and Sarah Ann White Fawthrop, Whitevale Cemetery,
Durham, Ontario
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William’s early occupation has been described as tinsmith or metalworker. He briefly worked in
Detroit, Michigan before returning to Ontario. There, he was working as a tinsmith in Preston,
Ontario when daughter Marguerite was born on September 23, 1891.
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1891 Canad/an Census (Apr// 215) record for W/l//am and Minnie Wilker, Preston V/l/age Ontario

Not long after Marguerite was born, William offered his services in an ad submitted to a New
York trade magazine. He received word that he was offered a job as a metalworker at a Wyoming,
lowa hardware store via a telegram that he received when he and his wife were attending a band
concert in a Windsor, Ontario park.

In early April 1892, he set off for Wyoming, temporarily leaving his wife and daughter behind.
William traveled to Davenport, lowa and then caught a train due to arrive in Wyoming at 930PM.
The town of Wyoming was dark when William arrived. Even the hotel had closed for the night.
But he ran into a Mr. Williams who offered him a place to stay for the night.

The next morning, William met a different Mr. Williams, his new employer at R.S. Williams
Hardware, and started work at his new job for $50/month. William Wilker sent for his family,
and they soon settled into life in Wyoming, lowa.

While working for Williams, Wilker invented a new furnace, the Wilker Combination Wood and
Coal Furnace. They sold about 150 of these locally, but they ultimately didn’t scale up production
due to the upfront costs it would have taken to do so.

| Call&See

THE

Combmahon
Wood and Coal - .

' Fumaces

- on-our floor:

Furnish an estimate

on your heating plant.-

B. & CO.
Ad for the Wilker Combination Wood and Coal Furnace, Wyoming Journal, June 14, 1900
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Bert Tourtellot & Co., bought out the Williams’ hardware and furnace stock. In 1905, Tourtellot
Hardware closed, and sold its stock to Brainard & Schamel Hardware. William responded to this
by opening his own store, William Wilker Hardware, in the Loomis Building in downtown
Wyoming in January 1906, the site of today’s Wyoming Public Library. He operated the store
until 1939 when he retired at the age of 70.

Bert W & Co. have pnrechas-
ed of 1L 5. Willicius, his hardwiars and
furnaco stock and taken  possesion,
where they will bo found hereafier
ready to attetsl to the waats of all in
the hardwate and tluware line as well

: manufacturing uwmm:d
furnages, Bery' who
will be the mannging pacther of tho
new firm was born in Wyoming finish-
od the cogrse in the high school, took n
business course, anld then entered on o
elerkship in the Fust National Bank
Eof this place where hae  remained
raeyear il nhalf, when ha aceepted n»
10sition in the Cedur Rapids Nutional
l&:mk of Corlar Rapids, [owa, where le
remained some four years or until Just
week when he bhought the R, 8. Wil-
liums stoek and commenved invoiciog.
T'he store snd business i3 one of the
oldest stands and haseverdono a thriv-
ingr business and under the new owner-
ship and managementof My
ol known as a young business man of
integrity and well groumded business
education the business of thils store
should expand and grow to much great.
er proportions than it ever has reached
in the past.

Tourtel- ;

Bert Tourtellot has disposed of his
stock of BrGiietes to Brainurd & Scham-
el. The stock 18 now being invoiced
and the business will soon be turned

over to the purchasers. DBraipmd &
Schamel ‘have been in the l
business for about two years, are ac-
tive, progressive and business-like in
their dealings, and understand the hard-
ware business. Mr. Tourtellot has heen
in business here for a number of yenrs
and had built up n substantial patron-
age. We are not fully advised as to his
future course, but we understand he ex-
pects to remain in town and engage in
some other line of work., We will be
glnd to have him remain with us,

Mha aantnnnn Thinnasn] e (hia acod i

Bert Tourtellot buys_ out.WiI/iams Hardware, Wyoming Journal, May 21, 1896; Tourtello
Hardware is sold, Monticello Express, December 28, 1905

@

R.S. Williams (left); Bert Tourtelot (right)
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William Wilker, for many years the
experienced tinner in Tourtellot’s hard-
ware store, hag now announced that he
will open a new hardware and tinware
store in the Loomis building, formerly
occupied on South Main street by Irvin
Bain. Mr, Wilker expects to open his
store for trade on Saturday of this week.
He is now busily engaged in getting his
new stock of goods placed upon the
ghelves and making eome changes on
the interior of the building,. He will
put in a full line of new hardware, tin-
ware,stoves,ete., such as ig usually kept
in a first class hardware store. DMr,
Wilker is a skilled and experienced
workman,and has a host of friends wheo
wigh him success in this undertaking
on hig own responsibility.

——— el e e

William Wilker opens hardware store, Monticello Express, January 25, 1906

Wm. the new bardware
merchant bas an ad in this issue
Mr. is to well known in this
community to need any special in-
troduction Call and examine his

stock

I HAVE OPENED A

NEW LGOI STORE

in the Loomis building and will carry a
complete new line of

Eonnes. Tinware, Paints, Oils, Pumps,
Pipes and Fittings.

lWill do all kinds of Plumbing, Heating and Tinwork,

Wm.. Wilkexr-

With the closing of Bert Tourtellot & Company, William Wilker opened his own hardware store,
Wyoming Journal, January 25, 1906 (left); the ad (right)

Soon after, William hired Edward Grayson of Tavistock, Ontario, who had relocated to Wyoming
the previous year. Recall that William’'s likely mother Christena Wilker married a John Grayson
near Tavistock in 1876, so it is possible that Edward was related to William through that marriage.

- = T T ussreewees g
Edward Grayson of Tavisto:k.

Canuda, has entered the employ of

Wm. Mr Grayson has hud

made friends with all who.met him.

He certainly proves an efficient
workman.

experience in the business |-
and was in our midst last year and

William hires Edward Grayson, Wyoming Journal, February 8, 1906

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)
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center in Wyoming was ln racen( years.
Contributed Phota

Wilker Hardware opened at this location in the Loomis Building about six years after this photo
was taken, Midland Times, November 30, 1978
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The Wyoming Public Library is located where Wilker Hardware once operated, 2024
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' New Gas Engine, $30.
i Fuller-Johnson, 1 1-2 Hp.
i This Engine Is Brand New, Priced; Wholesnle, $40.00

i

Close-Out Price on
Minnesota Paint, qt . . . 40c
WHILE IT LASTS

You're through worry- WATIRE
ing about spots and P
smudges on your
iditchen and bath room walls when you
paint them with Lowe Brothers semi-
gloss wall paint, Mello-Gloss. Once
over with socp and water makes walls
like new. Ston in our store before you
paintand see our PICTORIAL COLOR
CHARYT of {llustrations in actual
o paint. Tt will heip you select the proper.
. cobofs flor your roome. L :
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Stock Dip, Gallon . . . . . 90c
Winchester Shot Gun, $25.00 .

A Perfect Winchester Pump Gun, Priced Below Cost

Wm. \WAl'Es Hardware] iliam

| WNNWWEWWWWWFMMWM&WWWNWWWW Hardware

Local newspaper ads from 1934 and 1936 for William Wilker Hardware
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William and Minnie had three more children during their first several years in Wyoming. In
addition to firstborn Marguerite, these included the following:

e Aneata Helen Wilker, born in December 12, 1892

e Minnie June Wilker, born June 24, 1894

e William Fawthrop “Will” Wilker, born August 16, 1903

William was naturalized as a U.S. citizen in 1901. At some point, the Wilkers purchased a house
in Wyoming. In 1914, they bought their first car, an REO.

During the summer of 1911, the Wilkers purchased their second Wyoming home, the house at
105 E. Green Street, and temporarily rented out their old house. The Wilkers remodeled their
new house in 1912. This is where they finished raising their family — it was the only home Mary
Ann knew when she was growing up. Long after his wife died, William continued living in this
house, residing there for most of the rest of his life.

The W/lker home (arrow) at what is now 105 E. Green Street, Wyommg, lowa, 1922
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The Wilker home in 2024
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The Wilker home in 2024
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Green Street, Looking East: Wyoming, lowa

Wyoming’s Green Street, 1912

In April 1916, their daughter June gave birth to Mary Ann, and then June turned Mary Ann over
to William and Minnie to raise. They formally adopted Mary Ann in early 1917 to raise as their
fifth child. Of her four new siblings, sisters Marguerite and June were adults when Mary Ann was
born, and sister Aneata had died several years before Mary Ann was born. Only her brother Will
was still at home, but he was almost 13 years older than Mary Ann. Later letters and news reports
suggest that Mary Ann was closer to Will and his family when they were young.

William was elected to terms on the Wyoming town council (1934; 1936) and the Wyoming

school board (1934, 1935). He was also a member of both the Masons and the Shriners. William
retired from the hardware business in 1939.
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the latter part
Wilker came to W
Toronto, Canada, 4

hardware store,

William retired from the hardware business in 1939, Cedar Rapids Gazette, July 16, 1939

William Wilker, who operated
the Wilker hardware store for

thi years, will give possession
August. Mr,

g from
Y

working as a plumber in a 1
store until he founded the Wilker

In addition to her role as wife and mother, Minnie was quite active in church and in a handful of
social clubs, including the Hawthorne Club. Minnie often assisted at the hardware store, and she

enjoyed painting pictures, a youthful interest that she picked up again after they retired.

Minnie died on October 16, 1945 while at the home of her son Will in Wisconsin.

Mrs, William Wilker l
Funeral services for Mrs. Wil-
lam  Wilker, who died Tuesday,
Oct. 16, at the home of her son,
Dr. William Wilker at lola, Wis,,
were held from the Wilker home
with m‘ﬁzv. o ”é'“"iféfﬁn“ﬁﬁ%‘"}ﬁ‘
charge,

As Minnie Aneta Fawthrop, she
was born in Brantford, Ontario,
Canada, Nov. 7, 1870, the daughter
of Jazeb and Sarah Fawthrop. She
spent her early life with her family
in Whitevale, Ontario, After the
loss of her mother at 19 years of
age, she went to live with her rela-
tives in Hespler, Ontario, where
she took an active part in the work
of the Baptist church. She played
the organ for c¢hurch and Sunday
school, and it was here she mot
and married William Wilker of
Tavistock, Ont. The following vear
they moved to Wyoming, lowa,
where they lived until the time
ber death.  Last March they ob-
served  their  fifty.sixth  wedding

anniversary,

To this union were born four
children: Marguerite, now Mrs. Fd-
wird  Joltnson, Toronto, Ontaria
Ancta, who died Feh. 10, 1006 in
her thirteemth year; Minnie June,
now Mrs. G. L. Williams of San,
Franciseo, Calif.; and Dr. William
Wilker of Tola, Wis. In 1917 Mr.
and Mrs, Wilker adopted a daugh-
ter, Mary Ann, in her first year,
now Mr=_Jobio W, Hughes, Astoria,
Oregon,  There  ape six srand-
chldren wnd one sister, Mes, Mary
Ann White, '

She Wi titerestiad in the work
of the Preshiyterian ehureh. the
sucand Tife of the Bay View elub,
Hawthorne olab qank the Fastemn
Stare For sy venrs e artively
aEsisted her husband in the hard-
wWare stare Gntil they sold their
hasmness iy | R I'Iurl, i Yife shel
developed wy nerest Painting !
el turned seain, wfter the busi. !
ness was sold, ty o the gt <o !n\'l-¢l."
She contenued 1. paint pi--tun-r,l
though failing o eyesipeht, foy 'ho-!
homes «) by ohildeon,

Minnie Fawthrop Wilker’s obituary, Monticello Express, October 25, 1945

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)
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Especially during his later years, William’s hobbies included making lamps and carving chain links
out of single blocks of wood, mostly for himself or as gifts to family and friends. Some of his
lamps incorporated some of his wooden chain links.

William lived to be 101 years old. After his wife died, he regularly traveled for extended visits
with his children. This included often spending summers in Canada and winters in California. He
continued to live in his own house until his health began to fail, at which point he moved to a
Toronto nursing home to be close to daughter Marguerite. He died in a Toronto hospital on Oct

17, 1970.

g |—out of a single stick

_ |take an awful lot of your time?' ",

he did it with a purpose. He went

to work to carve a wooden chain|
Carved Many Chains.

Since that time Mr, Wilker has

d sometimes the wood-
en chains have decorated lamps
he has made.

In the last six years, the elder-
ly Wyoming craftsman has made
isome” 40 l-mg. |
Although the lamp-making has!
become far more important and
far more time-consuming than

“Now or then someone looks at
my work and says ‘but doesn’t ll‘

special tools would be needed for
virtually every step of the pro-

Wilker has these special tools, |
too. And !:ﬂhu them was an-
other challenge to his inventive|
mind and his mechanically busy
hands,
' Wilker made the tools himself.
He ‘has special shapers of one
kind or another, u‘l;ndnl‘ ha:k.
mers, special patterns, for
lamp-making.

He even has special knives for
cutting on his wood projects,

common knives are all too big:
and none of them are sharp
enough for this special work.”

:;ur of Wilker's long lengths of,
ains.

In fashioning the chains, Wil-
ker has used oak, walnut, jack
pine, birdseye maple and others.
None of them is painted. All
have been finished in the natural
color of the woods and then have
n waxed.

“Just Developed.”

| Ask Mr, Wilker how he hap-
pened to arrive at the pattern
for his lamps and he'll probably
tell you that it “just developed.”

He did some experimenting]

in size from six-inch bedside
lamps to 28-inch table lamps and

tive-foot floor lamps—have a

'mnv rooms of his own house.

Some of them were made fof
his daughter’s sea-going yacht,
Edmar, out of Port Arthur.
'Olhm found their way into
cabins at the daughter's Canadian
summer home. £

In a few cases, Wilker has
made lamps on a custom basis
and these are the only ones in
'which any money would have
changed hands,

“Mostly I've given them away,”
says the old gentleman,

To Wyoming in '92,

even the whittling of chains, it| He made them, too. “An ordl-|and then went to work when he| . wilker came to Wyomi
was the whittling that got every-(nary jackknife won't do the jobhad the idea firm in his mind.ls M . g
thing started. at all,” he “The blades of| Most of the lamps—which vary tro™ Canada in 1892, as a plumb-

er and er.
In a short time he went into
business for himself—in a hard-

i - |Wilker says, similarity of design. . ware store.
LS | Jusi el them that Tve got Gy ":"“"' e, In most of these, small mmllh.Aﬂlelmdlymhh training_in
1 nty of time a W coul Some e wooden _chains, |cones to each other to handling metals as a tinner have
! to several bands for the Clayton County All-Vets day-parade Fri- Better spend it? At least with|Which are continuous links cutlform the lamp supports, stood him-in good stead as he
rg, Garnavillo, Mar-Mac, ﬂrawbury Point, “9"""1 uana, Vol [making these th I've got|from the same stick and without| Here Wilker has used metals—
v

something to show for my work.
“It's a lot better than just
ing up the »

Lamp-Making
IsaHobby of
Wyoming Man

I'm going to spend whittling
time',” Wilker remembers,
Next time he tried whittling

x

Makes Own Tools.

a
exhib

1 chaing for

notably brass and copper, with
some tin,
He didn't stop at making the
lamps. He's also made some very
shades,

When you study the lamps
Wilker has made you realize that

*x x

aces, Links in
Milady's throat are considerably|
smaller, in size than those in

x X X

To Many “Customers.”

Wilker’s lamps have gone out
from his tiny shop at the back

s [of his Wyoming home to many|

“customers”—friends and rela.
tives alike, 4

worked on his lamps and even on
the house.

about his hobby.

“It's interesting and it keeps
a fellow from worrying or even
thinking about himself.”

¢ ————

Community Building.

MARSHALLTOWN (UP)—The

Fisher Foundation Saturday of-

THREE MODELS of the lamps which William Wilker, 86, retired Wyoming hardware d::'l:
makes at his home are shown here with their designer and builder. Wilker uses fin, brass and

Boe

and its sockets,

P

principally. But the lamp ‘nearest him has

ing hand-carved wooden chains between

. Some of his lamps light the! ﬁﬁ'&"bﬁnﬂx; S
OMING—In the entf,
"ml:zun of even an earned
ent, the elderly gen- ¥
tleman had little to -/4 .
| S0 he sat and whitled with bl nnouncing
i s Lo '
away .
f_:‘d up bia knife and west for : The Winner :
e G . Of the Bell Sewing Machine
foaarisn Willam  Wilkee of in Count the Bell Contest
of profitable m'_"m_. 1432 Bells was correct count)
able, that is, in the matier of
A L S
D g1 ety BELL Sewing Machine ....$199.95 val.'
through his hobby's ecultiva- JANE NELSON
tion,
o ¥ 1500 Oakland rood, Codar Rapids, la.
il Bardwade Han, Te etired 2nd Prize . ., Deep Fat Fryer ....39.95 val
some 15 ago after being in MRS, IVAN STONEKING
business more than 87 years. v
mﬁ::w Wilker vit 417 15t Ave. South, Mr, Vernoa, le. d
died. That loss was an
i on whee, Na.fiaind " 3rd Prize Leisure Lounge ...... $12.95 val.
hobby or combination of hobbies, MRS, W. A, MEYERS :
Wilker fo himselt a
ke 242 111h S1, NW,, Codor Rapids, le.

C.R. SENING MACHINE MART

228 First Avenue NE  Atross from Kresge's Phone 2-761%

William Wilker and his lamp-making hobby, Cedar Rapids Gazette, November 13, 1955

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)
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Wyoming's Senior Citizen
Celebrates '90th Birthday

wage in those days? $50 a| %

By Mrs. Ed Kool.

WYOMING — William Wil
ker, senior citizen of Wyo-
ming, celebrated his ‘nine-

tieth birthday Thursday.
\ On Sunday, his daughter,
Mrs. Edward Johnson of
Toronto, Ontario, Canada,
2w was hostess
% at an open
house: Mrs.
Johnson told|
him, during
¥ our interview,!
P ¢ that someone
* . had asked her|
why he had
had a party on
e 4 Sunday when|
wnkee  his birthday
wasn't until Thursday. With
tongue in cheek, he replied,
“Why, I might not even be!
around Thursday.” But he
was around, pert and alert
as usual, belying his 90 years.
“My daughter won't let me

month.
While working for Wil-
liams, Mr. Wilker invented a
ace, the Wilker furnace.
About 150 of these were|
made, but this venture soon
necessitated a foundry which
the men were unable to fi-
nance.

Mr, Wilker was the first
to install a furnace in Wyo-
ming. He also installed an-
other “first,” a bath tub.
The frame was wood, lined
with copper and a fore-
runner of many he was to
| make and install,

William Wilker was born
January 29, 1869, in Taver-
stock, Ontario. In 1940 he|
and his wife, Minnie, cele-

FIREMEN CITED — Ter
first annual recognition dinne
Fire Chief Laurence Benion,
Newman. Firemen with more

brated their golden wedding|
anniversary, She died in
1945,
‘Mr. Wilker is the father of

son, who is presently visit-
ing her - father, and Mrs.
Gardener Williams of LaJol-|!

2 living children, Mrs. John-|

la, Calif, |

walk up town while it"

icy as she fears I'd fall,” he
laughed. “I haven't driven|
for a few years now although
1 think I still could. I was|
‘mad as a hatter' when ‘the

boys’ took away my driver’s

Servicemen’s
Roundup |

license when I was 87, but
they were nice about it."”

Flat Tires.

This brought him to the,
subject of his first car, one
with curtains to let down|
that flapped in the breeze as
it whistled about the occu-|
pants. “‘My son, Will, always
used to say it wasn't any fun
10 ride in that car unless we
had a flat tire. He was usual-
ly satisfied because tires,
weren't what they are today|
and we usually had a patch-
ing job to do on every trip.",

At 78 he drove, alone, to

In 1955 Mr. Wilker was the
subject of a feature story in/
The Gazette, which told of
his hobby of making lamps,
something ™~ he "adopted to

_ pass his “old age.”
Answered Ad.

It was his mechanical abil-
Ity that brought him to Wyo-|
ming. He answered an ad-
vertisement for 4 metal
worker in a hardware store
in Wyoming. So, from his
home in Ontario, Canada,
young William Wilker set out
for lowa, leaving behind his
wife and young daughter,
Margurite,

One day in April, 1892, he
arrived In Wyoming at

Arlington
Army Pvt. Roger L.
[Smith will leave Fort Riley,!
Kan., Tuesday for Germany|
with the Ist division’s 18th)
infantry. They have been
reassigned to Sandhofen.
His wife lives here.

Brandon

Army Pvt, Glen C. Lar|
son, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Chester Larson, has been
assigned to the 8th infantry|
division's 20th transporta-
tion \ battalion in Germany.
He is at Baumholder.

Clarenee
Jamie K. Ibsen, whose

" lwife and parents, Mr. and

Mrs. Arthur Ibsen, live here,
has been promoted to pri-
vate first class in Germany|
where he is a member of!
the 24th infantry division.
Coggon
Allen T. Kester has en-
listed in the air force. He
is stationed at Lackland air|
force base, Texas.

Nopkinton

A/3c Phillip E. Saunders
is- spending a 27-day fur-
lough here. He will be sent|
to-Anderson air force base,
Guam, for 18 months.

dependence

Pvt. Wayne ,C. Wessels,
son’ of Mr. afid Mrs. Wil
liam Wessels, has cohn-

army administration course,
at Fort Ord, Calif.

Marquette
David Matthew, son of
Mr. and Mrs. M. Matthew,
is at Lackland air force
. Texas, His address is
.F. 17545447, flight 46, box
1506.

MeGregor
A/T2 Bill Duball and Mrs,
Duball are visiting the pa-
rental Harold Duball home.

Tenn,, to at

pleted the 8.week basic|

’Dub.ll will leave Monday|
lor

Oelwein
Vernon L. Garrison, son
of Mr. ‘and Mrs. Cecil C.
Garrison, arrived in Long
Beach, Calif, Saturday
aboard the USS Pritchett|
after a 6-month tour of duty,
in the Western Pacific. [
Marine Pvt. Charles T.|
Baker, son of Mr. and MYL'
James Baker, will complete
4 weeks of individual train-
ing Feb. 7 at Camp Pendle-|
ton, Calif. |
Oxford Junetion
Airman Jerry Neff, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Neff,
is home on a 30day furs
lough. He will next spend
13 months in Korea.
Springville |
Marine P®. Gerald E.|
Nelson, son of Mr. and Mrs.!
W. R. Stephenson, will fin-
ish 4 weeks of combat train-
ing at Camp Pendleton,
Calif,, Feb. 13.
Wadena
Robert J. Murray, sea-
man apprentice, arrived in
Long Beach, Calif., Satur-
day aboard the destroyer|
USS Pritchett_after a 6
month tour of duty in the
Western Pacific.
Walford
Army Pvt. Richard Mill-
er, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Adrian Miller, has complet-
ed the 8-week general sup-
ply course at Fort Chaffee,
Ark.
Waukon
Richard Schmidt, Jr., has
enlisted in the service,
o.,;tl,:“ Lt. and Mrs. Kermit
rg have returned to/
Fort lru& after visiting,
the Albert Oelbergs,
What Cheer
Larry Walker, son of Mr.

tend an electronics school.|

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)
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Answers

Been in

BY MRS, ED KOOI

William Wilker, senior citizen
of Wyoming, celebrated his 90th
birthday on Jsn, 29, amid the good
wishes of friends of the community
where he has resided since 1892.

On Sunday, Jan, 25, his daughter,
Mrs, Bdward (Margurite) Johnson of
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, was hos~
tess at an Informal open house held
for neighbors and friends. Mr, Wil~
ker thoroughly enjoyed each moment
of the occasion.

Mrs. Johnson told him, during
our interview, that someone up town
had asked her why he had had a
party on Sunday when his birthday
wasn't until Thursday. With tongue
in cheek, he replied, ‘“Why, I might
notr even be around on Thursday,'”

But, he was around on Thursday -

gen and alert as usual, belying his
0 years.

“MY DAUGHTER WON'T LET
me walk up town while it’s so icy
| as she fears I'd take a fall,”
. he laughed, ‘I haven’t driven for a
| few years now although 1 think [
still could, 1 was ‘mad as a hatter’
when ‘the boys' took away™ wy
driver's license when 1 was 87,

. but they were nice about it."

This brought him to the subjecr
of his first car, one with curtains
to let down that flapped in the
breeze as it whistled about the
occupants, “‘My son, Will, always
used to say it wasn't any fun to
ride in that car unless we had a
flat tire, He was usually sarisfied
because tires weren't what they are
today und we usually had & patching
job to do on every trip." .

We chuckled over his description
of the first real passenger car he
owned, a Reo, complete with fringe
about, a vase for flowers and dark
blue velvet upholstery with an aris-
tocratic stripe to add a finishing
flourish,

It was so square and high it
was like a big hearse, After that
I was a Buick man and drove one
until 1955."
unuss 1yo3,

AT 78 HE DROVE, ALONE TO made for pleasure outings with his
LaJolla, California, making the trip family. Mr. Wilker recounted how he
in 8 days with his pet dachshund and his wife with their children would
as & companion. On his return trip, join the local butcher's family going
a, daughter accompanied him, On to the Wapsi River for an outing.
one day, Mr, Wilker drove 400 Transportation was viathe butcher's
miles and when they finallystopped, delivery wagon with the families
his daughter, who was completely packed in and the glorified *‘iron
exhausted, insisted they retire {m- boat"’ tied on top.
mediately, Not so, she was told,

““Go 1o bed if you wish, but I'm of the ploneers, the Wilker family
dog for a good long enjoyed

taking the

walk."

In 1955 Mr. Wilker was the sub- here from the East.
ject of a feature story in the Cedar
Rapids Gazewte which rold of his how most of the town's residents
unique hobby of making lamps, some-flocked to the Presbyterian church
thing he adopted 10 pass the leisure to hear aphonograph demonstration,
me in his ‘‘old age”. His lamps hesrd by using car phones, Now
are truly works of art, an example 8 TV is in his home, even more

ed miraculous than that phonograph...

Ad in 1892,

o .
yoming dince
R~
York. The ad was for ametal worker c¢ame to Wyoming. He recalls Nood
in a hardware store in Wyoming, waters licking at the front steps of
lowa. So, from his home in Ontario, the residence that is now the Wallace
Canada, young William Wilker set Brothers Funeral Home,
out for lowa, leaving behind his Two schools now stand where once
wife and young daughter, Margurite, the raging Bear Creek overflowed,
Early in April, 1892, he trans- We laughed at his tale of when the
ferred at Davenport to ride a local. milk wagon becamc mired in axle
freight with a passenger car deep mud on Main Street and the
attached due to arrive in Wyoming four horse team and wagon were
at 9:30 p.m. “Wyoming was the™ pried from the muck with planks,
blackest town I'd ever seen', he Time pessed all too quickly as
remarked. ‘'Not a kerosene light we talked of the good old days when
anywhere, the hotel was closed for Wyoming was an infanttown, William
the night and I didn’t know & person Wilker has watched that {nfant grow
in rown." Luckily, he met a Mr. The saplings are now glant .trees
Williams on the street and, upon and time goes on,
telling of his plight, recelved an  Willlam. Wilker was born on
invitation to spend the night at the Jan, 29, 1869 In Taverstock, Onario,
Williams home. the only son of Leonard and
The next day the young Canadlan Christing Wilker who both died whe:
was 1o meet his employer, another he was quite young, He was reared
Williams, He worked for Delbert by his grandparents,
‘_Wimamg t‘ro:n 1892 \;\mll 1906 when  In 1890 he was marrl
he purchased a Hardware store of he and his wife, Minnie, lebrated
his own, operating it until 1936. their golden wedding anniversary,
His wsge in those days? $50 She died in 1945, Many of the late
a month. Mrs, Wilker’s paintings are through-

out the rooms of his home, lovely
WHILE WORKING FOR WILL- paintings treasured by the
tfams, Mr. Wilker invented a fur- Witkers e iy,

The Wilkers were the parents of
nace, the Wilker furnace. One-hun- four children. Margurite (Mrs, Ed-
dred-fifty of these were made with ward Johnson) is visiting her father,
the steel castings made in Rock Minnje (Mrs, Gardener Willfams)
Island and the remalning pieces lives in Lajolla, Callf. A third
made in Wyominig. But, this venture daughter, Aneita, died at 13,
soon necessitated a foundry which  Mr, Wilker’s only son, Willlam
the men were unable to finance aud Jr,, died ar 45 of a ben'r: attack
the uring was abandoned. ar the h pital in Jola, Wis,, where

Mr, Wilker was the first 10 In- he was head surgeon, This was some
stall a furnace in Wyoming, the thing we touched upon only lightly
installation being in the ““mansion' gg our aged friend grew reticent
heing built by the Williams across thinking of (his pust grief,
the rallroad tracks from Wilker's  With pride he talked of his grand-
present fiome. viec sy Children, William Wilker III fs an

He 8lso instalied another “first attorney working in the capitol at
a bath tub,..the first of its kind Madison, Wis, Richard Wilker is
in Wyoming. The frame was wooden, jnterning at a hospital in Lansing,
lined with copper and & fore-runner Mich, James Wilker is & pharmacy
of many he was to make and install. srudent ar University of lowa.

The Willlams family were the first A granddaughter is stll in high
to enjoy the luxurles afforded by school and his other grandson, Gar~
the bathtub, ” dener Williams Jr. resides in Cali~
w:mthe(&:hblt ofntlts‘sabﬂltly;: mmke fornia and is the father of Mr.
wi e o i
making of 8 satuantioay fe e Wilker's four great-grandchildren.

making of a galvanized iron caroe

Coming to Wyoming on the heels

the cultural interests
brought by the residents’who came

He r s with

with a flare for beauty and symetry €ven though the programs aren'ttoo

of his hanical ability )
of design.
IT WAS IS MECHANICAL

ability thar brought him to Wyo-
ming, He unswered an advertise- graced with two long rows of homes
ment in The Metal Worker, a maga- Teflecting gracious living, boasted
zine published at that time in New Only flve homes when Mr. Wilker

William Wilker’s 90t birthday, Monticello Express, February 5, 1959

good lately, according to our critlc,
Mr. Witker,

GREEN STREET,  TODAY

WILLIAM WILKER

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)
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Given Little Chance To Survive
As Boy, Wyoming Man Nears 95

WILLIAM WILKER OF WYOMING
... He Ran an Ad 75 Years Ago . ..

OMING—It was nearly

three-quarters of a cen-
tury ago when William Wil-
ker of Windsor, Ontario, got
a. telegram from Wyoming,
which transplanted a native-
born Canadian to Eastern
Iowa.

Now about to observe his
ninety-fifth birthday, Mr.
Wilker recalls that he and
Mrs. Wilker, his bride of
about one year, were attend-
ing a band concert
Windsor park when someone
brought the important mes-
sage to him, offering him a|
job in a Wyoming hardware|
store. |

The telegram was in an-
swer to an advertisement Mr.
Wilker had run in a New
York trade magazine, offer-
ing his services as a metal-
worker.

Own Store

The Wilkers arrived here
in April, 1892, Within a cou-
ple of years he owned his|
own store, which he op-
erated until his retirement
in 1938.

Mr. Wilker was born in
Travisstock, Ontario, and ap-
parently was a sickly youth
his doctors didn’t expect to
live very long.

To hear him tell it:

in albetter every year.”

—Gazétte photo by Art Hough

“I certainly baffled the daughters, Minnie Williams
doctors. They called it |of San Francisco; Marguer-
consumption way back in |ite Johnson of Willowdale, a

suburb of Toronto, and Mary
Ann Hughes of San Jose,
Calif.

A daughter - in - law, Mrs.

William Wilker, jr., lives in
Towa City. Her husband died
of a heart attack.

Mr. Wilker is a/ prime
example of a man who
took up whittlin’ after he
retired, and he has sev-
eral boxes of beautifully
linked wooden chains to
prove it.

In his own words:

“I used to whittle chains
out of wood—to keep out of
mischief. I got the idea when
I spent the summer months
in Canada with my daughter
(Mrs, Johnson). I'd sit by
the lake with my dog and
whittle on a stick until it
disappeared.

Lamps, Too

“I decided I was wasting
my time with nothing to
show for it, so I got the idea
of whittling chains. The links
in each chain are the same
size and were made out of a
single piece of wood. The
links have never been sep-
arated.”

Mr. Wilker quit his chain-
making hobby a few years
ago when an arm started
bothering him. He went back

to another hobby—making
lamps of brass, copper and

EAST IOWA TRAFFIC '
with the patrol district 11 me
district during 1963, In Janua
deaths each, Counties in the

|tin. He'd still be at it, but
|he can’'t seem to get the
proper metal anymore,

“Take another look at
these chains,” he said, ‘‘Peo-
ple still ask me how I did it.
Some think I glued the links
together, but I never did.”

William Wilker will be 95
next Wednesday (Jan. 29).
Not bad for a weakling who
was supposed to die 83 years
ago.

Decorah Adult School
Spring Courses Set

DECORAH — The Decorah
Adult Education program is
offering 15 courses this

OO S Ha oo

Nozs o

those days. Lack of a bet-
ter name, I guess. I had to
quit school when I was 12
because of ill health. The
doctors didn’t expect me
to live very long.

“Well,” he reminded us, |
“they’ve long since passed
on and here I am feeling

William Wilker became an
expert metal craftsman and
worked in Detroit many
years before that Michigan|
city became the hub of auto-|
mobile manufacturing.

Horse-Drawn Cars

In fact, when he moved to
Wyoming they were still lay-
ing more tracks for the
horse-drawn street cars in‘
Detroit. His first automobile|
was a 1910 Reo, made in[
Lansing, Mich. ‘

He recalls that he often|
walked across the Rouge{
river bridge from Windsor
to Detroit and that he sel-‘
dom, if ever, was checked
at the border.

He was married to Min-|
nie Fawthrop, March 25,
1891. Mrs. Wilker died in Oc-i

tober, 1945, but he has three

William Wilker marks his 95t birthday, Cedar Rapids Gazette, January 26, 1964

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)



! " William
|| William 101, Former Resident
'|Of Wyoming Dies in Canada on Qet. 17

WYOMING — William {§Eiiees the Hardware store in
101, died” Saturday, Oct. 17, at| 1908, and earried on business
ihe Branson hospital in Toronto, jthere for more than 30 yeavs.
‘Untario, Canada. | Mrs. LS preceded him in
Funeral services for Mr. Wil-|death October of 1945. Mr. Wii-
| ker, & former resident of Wyo- ker lived alone in his home in
ming, were held at-the Wyoming Wyoming nutil his hezlth began
-|Methodist church on Tuesday,ilo {ail, and he went to Canada
|Oct. 20, at 1:30 p.m. Rev. Lyle{to ilve near bls eldest daughter.
Meester was the clergyvman.| During his lifetune, he served
Burfal was in the Wyoming|Wyoming or the town coukei,
cemetery. Masonie services were|(he scheel board, and the cem-
held at the Havder Funérailetery sssociation. He was =z
home in Wyoming on- Monday’member as a 22nd degree Mason
T|everning [of the Consistory in Clinton.
He was born Jan. 29, 1869, in| iewa. He was-also a wember cf
Tavistock, Canada, son_of lecn-| the Wyoming Methodist church.
riard and Christine He, He is survived by two daugh-
flattended. school in Tavistock and| ters, ~Mrs, - B. E.° iMarguerite
was a member of “the Baptist| Johnson, 10 Baytree Crescent.
-jchurch. He was married to Min-| Willowdale;, Ontario. Canada-
nie Ancata Fawlhrop in Hespe-|and * Mre. Edward Mary Anni
er, Ontario in 1890, and in late| Riley, 330 Manchester Avenue,
1892, the young' couple moved Campbell, Callf : flve ‘grandéhil-

made their permanent home. Mr.| jfe was preceded in geath By
Lil=s became a ‘naturalized| children. ,
citizen in 1901. _Hc. established | his parents; his wife; a|nd three

Wyoming Rites for
William Wilker, 101
- WYOMING — William Wilker,
101, a former Wyoming business
man, died Saturday in Toronto,
Canada.
Services will be held Tuesday

lat 1:30 p.m. in the Methodist

church. There will be Masonic
services Monday evening at the
Hayden funeral home. |

Born Jan. 29; 1860, at Pabis-
tock, Ontario, Canada, he was

|married to Minnie Aneata

Fawthrop in 1890. They moved
to Wyoming in 1892 and he
opened a hardware store here in’
1906, operating it more thah 30|
years. He was a member of the
town council, school board,‘
cemetery association, Masons'
and Shriners. ' |

Survivors include .two daugh-l
'ters, Mrs. Edward Jolinson of.
Willowdale, Ontario, and Mrs.
Edward Riley of Carmel,
Calif.; five grandchildren and 15

o Wyoming, Toewa where thev/dren and 18 great grandehildrens|,

great-grandchildi‘en. - :

William Wilker dies, Anamosa Eureka, October 22, 1970 (left); William Wilker obituary, Cedar

Rapids Gazette, October 19, 1970 (right)

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)
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William and Minnie were buried in the Wyoming Cemetery, Wyoming, lowa, alongside their
daughter Aneata.

e R ol

Headstone for William, Minnie and Aneata Wilker, Wyoming Cemetery, Wyoming, lowa

Starting in 1955, Marguerite gave the William Wilker Award of $250 each year to the Wyoming
High School student graduating with the highest grades who planned to enter a college or
university. In 1965, she established a permanent scholarship trust fund of $10,000 to continue
the awards, now offering $200 each to the boy and girl with the highest grade standing and plans
to continue their education.

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020) 22



Wyoming

Establish scholarship
for Midland students

WYOMING--A permanent schol-
arship trust fund of $10,000 for the
Midland Community school h
established by Marguerite
Johnson, The past ars she
has given a William UJIICr Award
of $250 each year, in honor of her
father, to the student graduating with
highest grades, planning to enter a
college or university,

Beginning in 1966 two awards
will be offered, $200 each tothegirl
and boy with the highest standing,
Both must plan to enter a college
or university,

After graudation from the Wyo-
ming high school In 1909, the donor
taught a country school, Madison
Village, then attended Coe college
one semester, transferring to lowa
State Teacher’s college and com-
pleted the primary course, She
taught in Mason City, Youngstown,
Ohio; Wyoming and then in Ana-
mosa,

Continuing her education at the
University of Wisconsin, she re-
ceived the Bachelors and Master
degrees and was awarded a fellow-
ship which enabled her to earn a
Ph,D, This led to a position on
the faculty of Cornell university,
Ithaca, N, Y, and, after three years,
to the University of Michigan,

Professor Johnson has published
filve books and many articles on
psychology and education. She is a
fellow in the American Association
for the Advancement of Science;

Daughter Marguerite Wilker Johnson establishes a permanent scholarship fund in honor of her
father (Midland Schools consolidated the Wyoming schools with other nearby districts),

Monticello Express, May 20, 1965

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)

Who's Who in American Women:
Who's Wheo in College Professors
and Who’s Who in Education,

HAWTHORNE CLUB

The Hawthorne club met Monday
afternoon at the home of Mrs, Mary
Kouba, Assisting hostesses were
Mrs, August Thomsen and Mrs,
Reggie Morse,

Sixteen members answered roll
call with Garden Gossip, Margery
Sherrill read a report onthe Arling-
ton cemectery. Mrs, August Thom-
sen gave a talk, “Deep in the Heart
of Texas,"

Mrs, Allce Ketelsen, president
for the new year, appointed com-~
mittees:

Year Book, Mrs, Nevin Williams,
Mrs, Ralph Orth and Mrs, William
Foy; courtesy, Mrs, August Thom-
sen, Mrs, Louise Herzherger and
Mrs, John Hansen,

Social, Mrs, Margery Sherrill,
Mrs, Wayne Walker and Mrs, Ro-
bert Alden; clubreporter, Mrs, Fred
Latare; club prayer, Mrs, Reggie
Morse,

PROGRESSIVE CLUB
Progressive club met at thehome
of Mrs, Roy Walters May 10, with
Mrs, Paul Huston and Mrs, Larry

Williams assisting hostesses,
Roll call, Travel through a mir-
ror was answered by 23 members,
Mrs, Adra Lane, clubrepresenta- .
tive, reported on attending the Edu-



Young Mary Ann Wilker

What we know of Mary Ann’s time growing up — primarily from local newspapers — seemed
typical for that time. News reports mentioned school activities, church programs and the
birthday parties of friends.

The family traveled regularly to see Marguerite, June and Will as well as relatives in Ontario. They
also regularly hosted visiting family.

During 1924, Mary Ann took ill during a scarlet fever epidemic in Wyoming. However, it turned
out that her case was mastoid cell trouble, and she underwent surgery in lowa City to treat it.

Mary Ann was a student of Leota Wherry at school, and Mary Ann also took piano lessons from
her. Mary Ann often performed piano programs at local clubs, such as the Hawthorne Club of
which her mother was a member. She also performed recitals, and she was one of six contestants
to win a “Superior” rating at a 600-contestant sub-district music contest.

WYOMING—The teachers of thel Wyoming

Wyoming schools were guests of the Mrs. Grace Dick, Mrs. Laura
'Hawthorne club at a party given || Curry, Mrs. Sue Myers, Mrs. Hattie

at the Wilker home  Monday eve- rhi‘eye.;:hz"in}g.ul Re;ltlznnhltrs\k'ﬁ::;
ning. Mary Ann Wilker opened the of the third dlvmm‘on of the Meth-

program with a piano solo followed d Aid society entertained
by a reading by Mrs, C. H. Hanold. ‘:‘3‘7&,,15,",2,‘: Friday .,gyghe %ome of
The program was concluded with a the latter. Miss Maryann Wilker
series of mental and physical tests played piano selections. Mrs. Lyle
directead by Mrs. Mary Brown Mrs. Tompkins entertained the Past Ma-
Minnie Wilker. Mrs. Gertrude ||trons circle of Wyoming chapter,
Swordes. Mrs. Marjorv Sherrilland || O. D. 8., at luncheon Monday. Mrs.
7 o s ting. Mary Platner, retiring
of the lunch, which was served b_\ ;mn?‘m was initiated into the cir-
the Misses Mary Ann Wilker and ||cle, Mrs. Lavica Adams of Miles
Mary Koch. || was an out-of-town guest.

A couple of the numerous articles mentioning Mary Ann’s piano performances

Mary Ann attended Wyoming High School where she was elected Glee Club librarian her senior
year. She graduated from Wyoming High School as part of its class of 1935.

Mary Ann’s high school senior picture, 1935

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020) 24



Mary Ann as a Young Woman

After graduating from high school, Mary Ann continued her education at Cornell College in Mount
Vernon, lowa. Mary Ann sang as a member of a chorus that performed the school’s 31t annual
presentation of Handel's Messiah at the Cornell College chapel. As a member of the Cornell
College English Club, Mary Ann contributed the story The Journey of the Wooden Shoes to the
college’s The Children’s Christmas Book. Prose and verse by lowa writers.

The following school year, Mary Ann transferred to the University of Wisconsin (Madison) where
she remained until she graduated with a degree in art. She also earned a Bachelor of Arts degree
from the lowa State Teachers College.

During summer break in 1937, Mary Ann traveled overseas aboard the S.S. Queen Mary with a
group of 30 young people for a 10-week tour of European countries. After she returned, she
presented a travelogue of her trip to a Wyoming church group before returning to school.

Lauuv.

Miss Maryann daughter |
of Mr. and Mrs. tliam )
returned last week from a len

weeks _tour of European countries. |
Miss LBISDY will leave in a Ie_w
weeks to resume her studies in
art at the University of Wiscon-
sin, Madison. ‘

Myr. and Mrs. Thomas Cook and |’
Mr. and Mrs. Will Bushey of
Dixon, I, were recent guests
in the home of the former’s broth-

er, Mr. and s Harry Cook.
William left last \»'ffek
for Elgin, I, where he was join-

ed by his son, Mr. William RIS
of lola, Wis.,, from whence ey

motored to -onto, Canada,
where Mrs. ﬁ is wvisiting a
giaster. The return trip 15 ex-{
pected to be made the latter part

of this week.

SEC S 1 oo Neond Tlmwmmli- and

Mary Ann traveled to Europe, and the Wilkers visit Canada, Anamosa Journal, August 26, 1937

After finishing her education, Mary Ann taught in Westmont, lllinois before becoming the art
supervisor for Calumet, lllinois schools.

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020) 25
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Cedar Rapids Gazette, December 10, 1935 (/eft) Cedar Rap/ds Gazette December 11, 1935

‘fAnn Holmgren of

C.horus Of 166 To
ing In Cornell’s
: -“M_essiah”-Sunday

tion September, under
director of Prof. Harold W. Baltz.
Included among eighty-five

elen

erson of Mount Vernon, Kathryn
Engle, 1602 Fifth avenue SE, Ce-
dar Rapids; Anne ° Fiddick of
Osage, Charles Fisher of Mount
Vernon, Mary Foster of Algona,
i Fussell of Mount Ver-

Oskaloosa,

Gertrude
Davenport,
Thomas Caywood of Lake Park,

Joyce Kidder of Mount Vernon,
Helen Klousia

of Hampton, Merle
Leise of Marshalltown, Bethany

Lehrman of Stanwood, Helen}

Martin of Martelle, June Mathi-
son of Story City,

Mitchell of Adell, Richard Moore

and Lucile Maurer of Tipton, Mil-|

ton Nothdurft of Colesburg,
Midge Owen of Osage, Catharine
Pu-k:" of Clinton, Jeanne Phil-

of

and
ell of New Philadelphia,|

Ohio, formerly of Mount Vernon.

(right)

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)

Alice Mae|
Meints of Grand Mound, Marjorie| '

! | this year published as the third in |/

Children’s Christmas
Book Written, Printed,

Illustrated At Cornell |

Special to The Gazette.

MOUNT VERNON—Gay in a
red and black cover and bright
with poems and stories, the tenth
issue of a Christmas book for chil-
dren has been published at Cor-
nell college. What was previously
called the Cornell Kiddie Book is

the Cornell chapbook series and

called The Children’s Christmas |
Book -~

The book was edited by Ed-
ward Weismiller of Appleton,
Wis. The cover was cut in lino-

' |leum by Alice Louise Scatliff, a

member of the art department
staff.

The opening Christmas poem

' by Jewell Bothwell Tull, called

“Little Boy,” is followed by a fan-

, |tastic little story of “What Hap-

1| | pened One Saturday When Almost

Anything Can Happen” by Thelma

' |Lucile Lull of West Branch, Mich.

. |in

Mrs. Elizabeth Stuart, a teacher

the Cedar Rapids public
' |schools, has contribuud
poems, “A Dream,” and “The

" | Christmas Zoo,"”

which is printed

| here

N ———

Uhl’ topher Christmas, of Santa Claus |

ne.
c-um‘ Jor his hat and his candy

ol T

H m Ta
Ana’ thes rmr"numumm fom tree
wa

nlk u:mn Toyland tog
anm ihe horn of Littls

maleo Cat and the

se with his tail

The ounlv Duckling in swimming
And cinese Pete with his flattened

And nrx;n Little Pigs, and many
An(m.:nu‘:-nu.unmmm :

Chris




Mary Ann Weds John Winn Hughes

Mary Ann married John Winn Hughes on September 7, 1943, at Astoria, Oregon.

AR R e !

Mary Ann Wilker Married I
Mr. and Mrs., William Wilkcr
announce the marriage of thenr
daughter, Mary Ann, to Pvt, John,
't Winn Hughes at Astoria, Orogon,
on September 7. {
The bride is a graduate of Wyo-!
ming high school, class of 1935,
She also received her degree in art
from the University of Wisconsin,,
Madison, and a B. A. degree from
Towa Statc Teachers college, Cedar'
Falls. Since then she has been
teaching primary at Westmont, I,
and the last ycar served as art
supervisor in the Calumet, Ill.,
schools. Mr. Hughes received his
degree from the University of Wis-
consin, and prior to his induction
into the service was a salesman for
the Rhinelander Paper Mills, The
fhome will be in Astoria, Oregon,
.uhulc Pvt. Hughes is in a camp
|nearby. T hey arrived this week
Ion a brief visit in Wyoming.

T e

L N o T S

John Hughes weds Mary Ann Wilker, Monticello Express, October 7, 1943

s 4 RETURN OF MARRIAGE

:I /(L,( M—-f

; (b) City or town ... (alew af.a/

¢ 7
7/”.! 3. Title of person Sl B

City or town

6. Color or race
(F last ; 8. Bir /’g
legirthe day ........ R date JEgF = /ol ..................
‘ears,

9. Previous marital status ................

71& zd , or divorced)

18. Malden /)

W i

19. Reside e
State ... %

City or town ... A

20. Color or race
21. Age last z
bE‘ thday &

23. Previous marltal status

10. Number of this marrjag 24. Number of this iage ...
(1st, 2d, 3d, etc.) tf ejc.)
11. Bir M 25. Birthplace ......2.J. Ere-dsa ) e, ( LYoy
; muntry) s “(State or country)
12. Usual " Py Bl 26. Usual ol g e ol el
13. Industry or ;sz-v oY i 27. Industry or ’
14. Birth ) Ueae) . (28. Bir o 4
8 s (S'ate or country) g (State or country)
g 15. Usual 69 ! kv d £ lag, Usual Al ule il
l ‘fﬁb’ Mi—d.)
. Birthpl 30. Birthplace
g 38Dt 5smem-country) g P
o e ] M T >
5 1. usuar e eiteats Lf‘?"" = (31, Usual Voemd e S
/7 . st 2 / R
Ceremony Vs of ¥ - / P 3 7 &’ ', m" //
by 4 3 Signed ..
'/ ” (County Clerk)

STATE PRINTING DEPT.

Return of Marriage record for John Hughes and Mary Ann Wilker

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)
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Comment: | assume that John and Mary Ann met at the University of Wisconsin because

their student years there overlapped, but their careers immediately after graduation took
them to different locations.

John was born June 10, 1915 in Portage, Wisconsin to Arnold John Hughes and Mae (or May)

Catherine Winn Hughes. He was raised in Wisconsin, where he graduated from the University of
Wisconsin (Madison) in 1939.

Hughes—Winn,

At 11 o' '~k Wednesday morning,
Oct. 9, occurrea w.. “~rriage .f Miss
Mae Winn and Arnold Hughes at the
parochial residence of Father Daily in
Milwaukee.

The bride is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. M. A. Winn of this city. She is
one of the most popular and highly es-
teemed young ladies of Portage. Her
winning ‘vays and pleasant manners
have won for her hosts of friends.
The groom is the son of J. E. Hughes
of Cambria and was formerly employed

/in the barber snop of Otto Helman. He
is an upright and honorable young man
of high social standing and the best
wishes of all his friends is a mark of
the high esteem in which he is held.
The young couple was attended by Mr.
and Mrs, Dertmer, the foreman and
his wife of the Palace barber shop
where Mr. Hughes is now employed in
Milwaukee.

Mr. and Mrs. Hughe® are at home to
their friends at 179, Fouiteenth stree’,
Milwaukee. : %
Marriage announcement for John’s parents, Arnold Hughes and Mae Winn, Portage Daily
Democrat, Portage, Wisconsin, October 11, 1907

| BIRTHS

- Jume 10, 1915, a son to Mr. and MMrs.
Arnéld Hughes of Endeavor. Mrs.
' Hughes s ai the home of her parents,
|Mr and Mrs. M. A Winn, 408 E. Cook.

Birth announcement for John Winn Hughes, Portage Daily Democrat, Portage, Wisconsin, June
10, 1915
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Mae Winn Hughes (right) and daughter Sally, John’s sister

< A ‘ »"
Headstone for Michael and Sarah Winn, St. Mary’s Cemetery, Portage, Wisconsin

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)
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Very Wl With Peritonitis for
© Bueversl Weeks Past.

uq.vqwm CO. TEACHER

Mighaol A. Winn  quietly passed
sway st the family home, 408 East
Cook street, Monday morning. Jau. 10,
1916, st §:10 o'clock, after an illness
extending over a period of about &
month.

Mr. Winn had been In falling health
for the past year asd about three
weeks ago ho wan taken very seriously
11 with an sttack of peritonitis and an

Al

Sunduy's: o lowest, 24;
Tam, M We, 0 1

Mrs. C. Delap Is quite (Il with the
grip.

Mise Mary Prescolt s home from
Madison.

Mrs John Benkleman has boen very
Il with the grip.

Jas. R Graham has recovered from
8 slege of the grip. {
Mrw, K Vornon is howe (rom » visit |,
at Brodhead, Wis.

tion was w

in hopes of prolonging lfe. He grad-
ually grew weaker, however, and ak
though every possibie effort was made
10 tederly hurse bl back o healt,
the dinoase had made such inroads upon
his aystom that other complications
developed and his life had boen dis
paired of for & number of days past.

Mr. Winn was & native of Oblo, born
near Columbus, on Sept. 27, 1856, He
was Ao w00 of Mr, and Mrs James
Winn, who are amoug the first settlers
of the town of Ft. Wisncbago, He camo
hore with his paronts when but an in-
fant, twe yours old and he ghew 1o
manhood on the farm, He was mar
ied thirtytwo yoars ago to Miss Sarah
Kelley, u daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Jas.
Kolley, oarly residents of the tewn
of Buffalo. Mr. Wisn was an ardent
student and took great Interest in odu-
cétional matters from his early boy-
hood.  He speat all his spare time in
sludying and attendod the country
school untll he was sixteen years of
age and the following winter took up
the task of tenching in P Wisneba-
50 and afterwards loft for Coleman, 8.
D, where he served three terms as
pricipal of the school He returned
to Wisconsin and tanght in different
sthools about the county. Eight years
sko he sccepted a position as  book:
keeper under Foreman H. W. Griggs,
ond hold thin position with Foroman
Harry Barlow und the present foreman,
J. Homw, and continged in the omploy
of the company until his last slckness,

Mr. Wian was charter member of Co-
lumbdo court, Cathelle Order of Por
esters, and hus always been & devoted
member of $t. Mary’s ‘congregation,

Deaides his wife he Is survived by
six chiddren. They wre Charles 8.
Bernloe and  Willlam Winn  at
home; M. Arnold Hughes of En-
deavor; Miss Bessle Wian, principal
of Ue bigh school of Minot, N. D., and
Bou. M. Winn. » well knows Milwes
kee road locomotive engineer. Mr,
Winn s also survived by three broth.
o and twe wisters— Willisw and Jos
Winn of Seattle, Wash., Dornard and
Kathorine Wian reshding on the old
homestond in Pt Winnebago.

The funoral will take place on Wed:
nesdsy moming at 9:00 from St
Mary's church, Rev, J. Nicholas of-
clating, Interment will be in the par
Ish cemetery beside the body of his

Thore will’ b & mweling of Swan
Lake Camp this eveulng. Installation.
s Will Early, East Cook streel, has
been confined (o the house by Niness.
The Halping Fands will meet Toes |(
day eventug with Mes. Jennie Shanks. (4

A. 0. Falnes, nfght towerman st
Ketchum Point, has resumed work af-
ter severs) days' Uinese.

Mrs. Ann Adams mother of Posts
master A Adams st Fall River was
recenily stricken with paralysis,

Mrs, Hobert Bdwards, who has boon
very I, is improviug bhopefully. Dr,

oomilch (s the physi
clan. 1

Nr. and Mre. Robert Scholes wnd
infant daughter of Kilbourn spent Sun-
day with Mrs. Scholes’ graundmother,
Mre. Wm, J. Edwards,

St John's Guild will have » sale of
bakod goods st the Shaver grocery
Baturd Al » of

e Guild are asked to respond,

Miss Beryl Cook, daughtor of Mr.
and Mrs J. B Cook, fell while skating
on the canal Priday afternoon and
cut her arm quite badly, Dr. F. T,
Gorton dressed the wound.

The five part production feature
“The Avalanche” will be the bill at
the Home theater Tuesday night. The
plcture features Cutherine Countiss,
the moted motion plcture palyer.
Miss Nottlo Aunackor, who hus boon
& guest of her parents, Mr. and Mes,
U O Anncker, for the past two weeks,
roturned to Mankato, Minn, where
sho holds a responsible position In a
large stationery store.

Prank Winninger's Varieties open &
five nights’ sngagement st the opers
house next Tuesday might with the
muskeal play “Huoting an  Helress.”
Seats are now on sale at Rhyme's. The
prices are 25, 36 and 50 cents.
Nr.oand Mre. A T. Wooster lave
arrived home with thelr som, Alban,
who wis oporsted upon at Bt Mary’s
hosptinl st Madisou by e, Dean of
Mudison and Ur. J. R. Kellggg of this
city for reworn]l of adesaids.  The
Httle pationt Is doing nicely at this
writing.

— e e e e e AL A -

daughtar, Mre. David Veughan who
died at Cambria six years ago last De-

cember, J

The obituary for Michael Winn, John’s maternal grandfather, provides some history for that side

of the family (left); Sarah Agnes Kelly Winn, wife of Michael Winn (right)

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)
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After finishing college, John worked for a time as a salesman for Rhinelander Paper Mills in
Wisconsin. John lived in Wisconsin and then Minneapolis, Minnesota in the years before he was
drafted into the U.S. Army during World War Il.

SERIAL NUMBER | L. Naxe (Print) ORDER NUMBER T
4130 __| JoH¥ Winw Heah<s 1% o 1
-5 (Fimt) Opiddle) Last)
2. ApprEss (Print) S7T% q)‘ U/‘Mn-’l’ e “% //L‘ ’w%
O AAL L EE A MADISON WI S. 725
(Number and street or R. F. D, number) AR (Towa) (County) (State)
3. TELEFHONE 4. AGE IN YEARS 6. PLACE OF BirTH 6. C%UNTB' oF =
FAIReHILOD FaR7AGE S
DATE OF BT ATouwa e eouity)
_____________ 9 _|Tuwe o 1975 WIS, U.3.A.
(Exchange) _ (Number) (Mo)  (Day)  (Yr) (State or country)
7. NAME OF PERSON WHO WILL ALWAYS KNOW YOUR ADDRESS 8. RELATIONSHIP OF THAT
PERSON
MRs. A. J. HuGHES MoTHER
(Mr., M; (Firnt) (Middie) (Last)
9. ApprEss oF THAT PERSON
...... 605 [BALT ZEEL ST MADISoN WIS,

(Number and street or R. F. D, number)
10. EMPLOYER'S NAME

NoT _EMPLsYED

11, PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT OR BUSINESS

(Town) (County) (State)

(Namber and atroet of R. F. D. namber) (Town)
T Avriry THAT | HAVE VERIFIED ABOVE ANSWERS AND THAT THEY ARE TRUE,

] oK Wi

(Registrant’s signature)

(County) (State)

rhes

REGISTRATION CARD
D. S. 8. Form 1

) {over)

@EEBo170

John Hughes’ WWII draft registration

John served in the army for three years, from December 29, 1942 to February 8, 1946, where he
reached the level of Staff Sargent CAC (Combined Arms Center). He was stationed at Fort Stevens
near Astoria, Oregon, where he worked in military intelligence. It was here in Astoria where
John and Mary Ann married.

After WWII, John and Mary Ann settled in San Francisco at 2355 Polk Street (@ Union St.), Apt.
304, where John worked as an agent representative for the airlines TWA.

2355 Polk Street, San Francisfo in 2024; © Google Street View
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Comment: | don’t know if this was a factor in their ending up in San Francisco, but Minnie
June Wilker Williams and her husband Gardner LeRoy Williams were living in San Francisco

at that time.

In December 1947, John was hospitalized with a perforation peptic (stomach) ulcer. He died from
related peritonitis eleven days later on December 30, 1947. John was buried in Golden Gate

National Cemetery in San Bruno, California.

FUNERAL RECORD

Crrhacare10 A 3 2012/30/47 By Harter

FroM Nurse Puone. SK 1-2899
Finst CALL INFORMATION BY Darling ARRANGED BY

Have We Seavep Tris FamiLy Berore ox How Do You Come To Us?

Boox No. 48 Pace No. 1

How Phone
W Be In
Funge Moxruary or Res.

1. FULL NAME
JOHN WINN HUGHES

San Francisco

(3) Crrv on Town San Francisco
17 OUTSIDE CITY OR TOwN LiMiTs, warre RURAL
(€) Namz or HosriraL on Instrrurion
St. Joseph's Hospital
IF NOT IN MOSPITAL OR INSTITUTION, GIVE STRERT NUMBER OR LOCATION
(9) LENGTH OF STAY: (SPECIFY WHETHER YEARS, MONTMS OR DAYS)

11 days

=y

2. Prace oF DEATH (a) Couwrr

In Hosrirar ox InsvrruTion

In Tuns Communrry  17/4 yTS. In Cavirornia 13/1. yrs.
(8)_Ir Forricn Bonn, How Lowe i vus U S. A2 Yrans
3. (a) Ir VeTERAN, NAME OF WaAR 3. (8) SociaL Secumiry No.
World War II 396-07-5489
4. Sex 5. Coror or Race 6. (o) SinGLE, MArriED, WIDOWED
Male 1 fhite on Divorcenjjis rrjed
6. (8) Name or Hussanp or Wire 6. (c) A or Hussanp
______Mery snn Hughes 31 - SREE S
7. BixtHoATE oF DEceastp  June 0, 1915
L DAY YEAR

e
IF LESS THAN ONE DAY OLD

. Ac 32  Ys. § Mo g0 Dam
/. T A Has. M.
9, BIRTHPLACE Portage, Wisconsin

Agent Representative

10. UsuaL OccuraTioN

1L Inoustay on Busivess T+ We A
g {12. Naae Arnold Hughes
i 3”. BIRTHPLACE fiisconsin
E 14. MaeN Namz iiae Winn
§ %li. BmTHrPLACE , Wisconsin
16 (a) INFORMANT Mary Ann Hughes
(8)_AoprEss 2355 Polk St., Apt. 304
17. (A) Burial (») Date  1/2/48 )

() Prace " UEEIAEH Wi te National Cemetery

18. (o) Emsaime’s Sionatune George . Cruse License No, 1433
(8) Funemar Dmecrox N. Gray & Co.

3. Usuar Resmence or Deceasep:
(A) Stamx California
(8) Courery San Francisco

() Crry on Town San Francisco

IF OUTSIDE CITY OR YOWN LiMiTs, warre RURAL

(0) Smarsr No, 7:_3}155 Polk St., Apt;}OL— -
20. DaTe oF DEATH: Moxtnt December Dar 36 N y
Yean 19107 Houn 9 Minure ;5 AM _

21. MEDICAL CERTIFICATE
I Heaesy Ceariry, THAT 1 ATrEnoss THe

DECEASED
v, 47
47 AUTOPSY, INQUEST OR INVESTIGATION
1 §||ON THE REMAINS OF THE DECEASED AND FIND FROM

22. CORONER’S CERTIFICATE

T Henesy Coavivy, THAT 1 MELD AN
mo  December 19,

1o December 30,

THAT I LAST saw

on December 30,

ALIVE || SUCH ACTION THAT DECEASED CAME TO I

v 47

DEATH
AND THAT DEATHM OCCURRED ON THE DATE AND HOUR AL AATIANS 20, KEAYER. AR0RE.

STATED ABOVE,

Immzotare Cavse or Dearm Perforation Peptic ‘ DURATION
(stomach) Ulcer. 9 hrs.
Duz 1o
Duz 1o
Omm Coxomons F€Titonitis.
(INCLUDE PREGNANCY WITHIN THAEE MONTHS OF DEATH)
Misor Froines: e SGME &S above s
Demor 12/19/47 R
B e 12/29/47 otare soois.
BE CHMAAGED
A smarsmeanx

23. Ir Deatr Was Due 1o ExterNaL Causes, Fie In the FoLLowing:
(A) Accment, Suicie, (3) Datz or
ox Howmicmoe? Ingury
(€) Wuexe Do Inyuy Occun?

Ty o Town ounTy
(p) Do Inyury Occur in ox Asout Homa, ox Faxx, iN INDUSTRIAL Pn:u. Sk

Appaess 1545 Divisadero St. ox 1x Pusiic Prace? Winz ar Worx?
—B cPat boore (x) Mrans or Inyusy o i -
24, CEROKER'POh PHYSICIAN’S SIGNATURE N
19. (a) L () e J (e vamca) John J. McGuire, M.D.
B HEN R ¥ EINATRRY 490 Post Street Deaa <
Hussanp W WiEE$r Lov. Mary Ann Hughes g 2 : ;</;32/A7 3
Fatner ewMevaix or Lov. John Winn Hughes, Jr.

SoN oW BAvENTEK or

BroTHER oK SBFEKOF Miss Sally Hughes

Member or

Mrs. Mee and the late Arnold Hughes

Date or FUNERAL Friday, January 2, 1948 A

Forscuiar. Fowi Chapel A(St. Brigid's Church) :':::m : S 2?5

OFFICIATING Priest Aooaess ;:::" 16"

Sure To o From Y 1

ACCOMPANYING PASSENGER Avoanss Ham  Brown ~

Noriry Evxs Brown
Mass will be celebrated Mazxs

Funeral record for John Hughes

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)
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INTERMENT IN THE GOLDEN GATE NATIONAL

T0: :
THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL, WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

NAME ( Last, first, middle initial) STATE

il i

HUGHES, John Winn 5/Sgbes

'SERIAL NO. L

36293070

DATE OF BIRTH DATE OF DEATH
MONTH DAY YEAR MONTH DAY | YEAR

é V% /;/ Dece

MONTH DAY | YEAR SEC. OR

Jen. |2 |1948 | Blk
3

30| 1947

DATE OF INTERMENT ‘GRAVE LOCATION

1397

REMARKS ( Authority for interment, pension or claim number, disinterment, eic.)

Authority - Tel. OQMG 12-31-47
Headstone form mailed to next of kin

(
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Interment record for John Winn Hughes

John W. Hughes

Rites Tomorrow
Requiem mass for John Winn
Hughes, 32, TWA airlines official
here, will be celebrated at 9 a. m.
tomorrow at St. Brigid’s Church,
Van Ness Avenue and Broadway.
He died Tuesday.

A native of Portage, Wis., Mr,
Htighes had been with the air-
line here since 1945. He was
assistant to the agency and inter-
line manager. He leaves a widow,

2356 Polk Street; a son, John
Winn Jr, 2; his mother, Mrs.
Mae Hughes and a sister, Miss

Mary Ann, of the family home at '

Sally Hughes, both of Portage. ¥

(See instructions on reverse side)

Obituary for John Hughes, San Francisco Exammer January 1, 1948 (left) headstone for John
Winn Hughes, Golden Gate National Cemetery, San Bruno, California (right)

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)

33



John and Mary Ann had two sons. John Winn Hughes, Jr., born October 7, 1945 in Astoria, Oregon
where his father was stationed at the time, and William Wilker Hughes, born February 27, 1948
in San Francisco, just two months after his father died.

i Anntuncements have been re-
lceived in Wyoming telling of J{the
birth of an eight pound, twelve
‘ounce son, John Winn Hughes, to
John W. and Maryann Wilker
|Hughes at Astoria, Oregon, Oct. 7.
i The fire company was called to
.the Ben Fedderson farm at 10:30
a.m. Saturday to aid in extinguish-
‘ing a fire in an outdoor haystack.
' Miss Emma Jansen of Chicago
'snnnt the weekend here with Mrs.
Bertha Jensen,

@ Mr. and Mrs, Hans Ketelsen are
‘spending this week with relatives
lat Oswego, N. Y. They accompa-
lniod relatives from Marble Rock.

Mrs. Wilker 11l

- Mra, William Wilker was taken
(to Tola, Wis., Saturday, by plane
‘‘from Cedar Rapids to the hospital |,
‘of her son, Dr. Will Wilker. Thel,
"\ilkers have been staying at an |
iiapm‘tment in Cedar Rapids the last
I few wecks and this last week Mrs, |,
'!Wilker's condition being worse, her|
»':smu came for her,

e a 4 Tomo .. B PUPI

n®e oo ok

kP is aa AN m - -~

John Winn Hughes, Jr. birth announcement and news of his grandmother’s illness appeared in
the same news column, Monticello Express, October 18, 1945

In July 1948, Mary Ann moved to San Jose, California, where she raised her sons.

Research Notes

San Jose is a larger city, and “Hughes” is relatively common last name. The local newspapers
carried little of the kinds of “personal” news commonly found in small-town newspapers in those
days. When the papers did mention names like John or William Hughes, there often wasn’t
enough information to determine whether these articles were referring to Mary Ann’s sons.
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Mary Ann Weds Edward T. Riley
After 21 years as a widow, Mary Ann married Edward T. Riley on July 5, 1969. They made their
home in San Jose, California.

Ed was born on March 21, 1910 in Seattle, Washington, the son of Patrick H. Riley and Grace Carr
Riley. The family had moved to California by 1920. In college, Ed played halfback for the San Jose
State Teachers’ College Spartans.

Ed Riley in college

In 1940, Ed was working as an electrical installer for Western Electric in San Francisco while living
in Santa Clara County, California. By 1950, he was working in San Jose as a salesman for a building
supplies company. He eventually worked his way up to general manager and controller at his
employer.

Ed was a widower when he and Mary Ann married. His first wife Marion (Peggy) Craig Riley died
in 1967. Ed and Marion had married in 1936. They had three children — Sharon, Patricia and
Craig — who became Mary Ann’s stepchildren. Ed and Mary Ann had no children together.

Ed survived major heart attacks in both 1965 and 1970. He died on May 24, 1986 from renal

failure related to prostate cancer. He was interred with his first wife at Santa Clara Mission
Cemetery in Santa Clara, California.
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Mary Ann’s Later Years, Death and Burial

Widowed a second time, Mary Ann kept busy in her later years with family visits and her assorted
activities. These included five clubs that she belonged to: Garden, Singles, Organ, Antiques and
a foursome club.

Mary Ann died on December 3, 2020 at the age of 104. Public records suggest that she had been
living with her son John at the time of her death. She was buried with her first husband John
Hughes at Golden Gate National Cemetery.

OBITUARY

Mary Ann Riley

APRIL 3, 1916 - DECEMBER 3, 2020

IN THE CARE OF

Oak Hill Funeral Home & Memorial Park

Mary Ann Riley was born on April 3, 1916 and passed away on December 3,2020 and is
under the care of Oak Hill Funeral Home & Memorial Park.
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John Winn Hughes, Jr.
Mary Ann and John’s son John married Rita E. Conroy on August 25, 1968 in Santa Clara County,
California.

John, Jr. (left), Rita (center), John, Jr. (right)

John and Rita had two children. Son John W. Hughes IIl was born on June 4, 1975 in Santa Clara
County, California. Daughter Cherisse Michelle Hughes was born June 18, 1977 in Santa Clara
County, California. Cherisse married Scott Dreblow 2007. They filed for divorce in 2008.

!';j( v; Hughes Sr., CherfSse Hughd€# 268
John, Jr. and Cherisse Hughes, 2007
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John IlI (left), Cherisse (right)

Available public records suggest that John, Rita and their children have remained in the San Jose-
Gilroy area of California up until now. Cherisse may have married a Kevin Bailey.

Research Notes

As living people, Ancestry’s information about John Winn Hughes, Jr., and his family is quite
limited, and little information about the family can be found in the newspapers available on
Newspapers.com.

William “Bill” Wilker Hughes
Mary Ann and John’s son William married Paula C. Howard on April 3, 1971 in Santa Clara County,
California.

Bill

Bill and Paula had two children. Daughter Jennifer Jean Hughes was born on February 7, 1975 in
Santa Clara County, California. Son Joshua Wilker Hughes was born on August 4, 1977 in Santa
Clara County, California.

Jennifer (left), Joshua (fight)
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Josh appears to be the principal at Los Gatos, California-based Wilker Designs.

Photo of Josh Hughes on the Wilker Designs Etsy site

Research Notes
As living people, Ancestry’s information about William Hughes and his family is quite limited, and
little information about the family can be found in the newspapers available on Newspapers.com.

Public records suggest that Bill and Paula were living apart in recent years, as there is a Paula
Claire Hughes Dietrich with the same birthdate but at different addresses.
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Marguerite Eleanor Wilker
Mary Ann’s sister Marguerite was born in Preston, Ontario, Canada on September 22, 1891.

¥
3
X
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e

Her commencement program

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)
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Marguerite married childhood sweetheart Kenneth Babcock on November 28, 1916 in Dixon,
Illinois. Babcock had recently purchased a coal and feed business in Wyoming, lowa. They were
divorced in May 1922. They had no children.

Marguerite then married Dale G. (a.k.a. Glenn D.) Lacey on November 20, 1923 at her parents’
home in Wyoming. Lacey was a Washington, DC dentist originally from Cedar Rapids, lowa,
where they met. They were divorced in May 1926 on the grounds of mental cruelty. They had
no children.

Marguerite had a substantial professional career in education. After she graduated from
Wyoming High School in 1909, she taught at the local Madison village school, and then completed
a teaching course at the lowa State Teachers College, finishing there in 1914. After that, she
taught in Mason City, lowa, Youngstown, Ohio, Wyoming, lowa and then in Anamosa, lowa and
Cedar Rapids schools. She received her Bachelor’s (1924), Master’s (1925) and PhD (1927)
degrees at the University of Wisconsin.
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'MARGUERITE WILKER,
WYOMING, RECEIVES
UNIVERSITY DEGREE

B940(ch fs The Democver
Wyoming,. la, June 18.-~\-Mis§
Marguerite Wilker, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. William Wilker, will re-
ceive a degree as doctor of phil.
osophy from the University of Wis-
congin, Monday. e

She received her bachelor's de-
gree in 1924, and a master’s degres
in 1925 and was assistant to Prof.
M. V. O’'Shea in 192526 and held a
fellowship in, educational psy-
chology 1926-27.

Miss Wilker is said to be the on-
ly Wyoming high school graduate
to receive a Ph, D,

During the summer,
teach in the Madison university.

The William Wilker famﬂv will
motor to Madison to attend the
3raduation.

v

she will |

e ——

-!r--h'( Cut.
mmm WILKER.

OMING, Sept. 17. — Miss"’

Marguerite Wilker, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. A William
Wilker of Wyoming, will leave
Tuesday for Iithaca, N. Y., to
take a position as lecturer in
psychology at Cornell univers-
. Misg Wilker last June re-
ceived her Ph.D. degree at the
Unlvem‘a\ of Wisconsin.- In

g

-

Marguerlte Wilker was awarded her Ph.D., Davenport Democrat and Leader, June 19, 1927

(left); Marguerite takes a position at Cornell University, September 18, 1927 (right)
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From 1927 to 1930, Marguerite taught in the Department of Child Development and Parental
Education at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York. This was followed by four years as an
associate professor in Educational Psychology at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, where
she collaborated on five books related to the subject of verbal influence on the behavior of
children. Because of her work, President Herbert Hoover appointed her to a committee for his
first child welfare conference held at the White House. Inits April 10, 1939 issue, Time magazine
reviewed her report, Verbal Influences on Children’s Behavior.

On March 23, 1934, Marguerite married Edward Elsworth Johnson in New York City, and retired
from teaching. Edward was a well-known figure in the Ontario lumber industry.

Edward was born in Waupaca, Wisconsin in March 1890. He received his law degree at the
University of Wisconsin, and served as the district attorney for Marathon County, Wisconsin,
before becoming legal counsel for lumber firms in Wisconsin before moving on to Ontario as a
business manager for his Wisconsin employers. Edward eventually went into business for
himself. That business included timber holdings, a sawmill and a fleet of freighters and tugs on
the Great Lakes for transporting forest products.
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WEDS IN: NE\V YORK CITX;IS

* ON’ HONE!’MOON IN EUROPE
:-This paper last weck contained a
rather garbled account of the mar-
riage of Miss Margueritdalessr of
(thi§ place. . A broken linotype
machine at'{he swrong tlme, delayed
recokpt of repairs, and, _ subsequent
late hours pf all on- the fmce. result-
ed in a hurried dssue of the Journal.
We do really want our news printed
ocorrectly and when igiven. to us cor-
rectly, as _as in this case, we feel
that a reprint of the .article inits
correctness is only due to the parties
concerted and ourselves, with upol-
ogios to them.

. ——

The mnrrlage uf Marguerite WIil-
ker of Ann ‘Arbor. Michigan, and Ed-
ward E. ST of Port Arthur, On-
tario,” Canada, occurred in the pres-
ence of a-faw frinnds at five o’clock,
Friday, March 23, 1934, in the chap-
el of the Fifth~Avenue Presbyterian
church: in New York CHy. Tlie Rev.
Merle Anderson of the North Presby-
terian-church, of New York, former-
ly pastor of the First Presbyterlan
chureh, of Ann Axrior, read the cere-
|mony. Hazel Spencer Vorhees of
New York City, attended the bride,
and Edwand Brown iof Eusl Orange
New Jorsey, assisted the gréom,
~Miss =y is a daughter. of Mr.
and Mrs. Wm. of Wyoming.
She graduated from the Wyoming
schoolg -and later taught here for a
couple of years, algo in the schools
.Qtj-'«:;&.nnmosn She attended the Uni-
g:- Wisconsin, recelving the U
:Doctor of Philosophy 'there
in 19 7 am! taught for the mext 3
years ‘at:Cornell Univeorsity, Ithaea,
New - York:~
43 Jn ‘1930:5he became assoclate pro-
(pgsor in Educnuonnl Phychology at
the University of Michigan and dir-
ector of the nursery school in the
University lementery school.

Miss WAIES s the author, ., with
Ethel B. Waring, of a series ot" “three
books on “The Behavior of Young
Children,” and various articles in|°
child development. She was recent-|b
,ly' grnnted a’ leave of absence from
thé second semester, part o( which
time was spent here with her par-
ents, before returnlng cast to meet
hr flance,

Mr. (fS7F was  graduated in
law from the University of Wiscon-
sin In 1913, and was prosecuting
attorney in, Wausau, Wisconsin, un-
til the World War. He served in
the u. 8. army two years and recelv-
ed his commission as-major. Since
1919 he has been engaged In the
timber, power and paper business,
and at present is- -president of the
Pigeon Thm)er Co., Ltd., and officer
and director of auoclated companies
in Ontario, Canada. N

Mr. and Mrs. sailed Sat- |(h
urday, March® 24th, on the S. 8. Ile|s
de France for-a month in southern |h
France and Italy,, ™~ N

Edward Johnson weds Marguerite Wilker, Wyoming Journal, April 5, 1934
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Edward died October 12, 1953 at their Toronto home, and was reportedly buried in Lakeside
Memorial Park, Waupaca, Wisconsin. (The photo used with the entry for him in Find A Grave

does not show a headstone.)

o

Edward Elsworth Johnson, 84, a
native of Waupaca who was a
well-known figure in the Ontario
lumbering industry, died unex.
pectedly at his home in Toronto,
Ontario, at 7:30 Monday evening.
He was born in March, 1890, at
Waupaca, where he attended the
public schools.

He received a law degree from
the University of Wisconsin and
later was district attorney of Mar-
athon county for four years. John.
llt'm was legal counsel for lumbcr

—

|now district attorney of

He is survived by his wife, Tor-

|onto; a brother, Alfred, Port Ar-

thur, Ontario, two sisters, Mrs.

{Florence Ovrom and Mrs, Irving
‘| Hansen, both of Waupaca, and a

nephew, Richard Johnson, who is

Waupa-
ca county.

Funeral services will be held at
10 o'clock Friday morning at the
Holly Funeral home, Waupaca,
with the Rev. A. S. Petersen, pas-
tor of Trinity Lutheran church, in

. Burial will be in Lake-

l’ort Williams and Port Arthur,

For years, he carried on a con-
tinuous battle over timber-cutting
rights with the Ontario govern-

ddomcnty l‘rhndomun
at 'nnndm

ment and pulp and paper com-

Edward Johnson obituary, Post-Crescent (Appleton, Wisconsin), October 14, 1953

Marguerite died October 3, 1978 in Toronto.

Wyoming, lowa.

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)

She was buried in the Wyoming Cemetery,
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Marguerite Johnson

WYOMING - Marguerite
Wilker Johnson, 87, died Oct
3, 1978 at Toronto, Onlario,
Canada She was born at
Toronto, Ontario on Sept 23,
1891, the daughter of William
and Minnie Fawthrop
Wilker

She taught rural school
near Wyoming and then went
on to receive her masters
and PhD at the University of
Wisconsin From 1927 to 1930
she held the post of
professional teacher at
Ithaca, N Y, and from 1930
to 1934 was a professor at
Ann Arbor directing the

pre-school area During
this period she collaborated
an compiling matenal for
'five bovks describing the
verbal influence on the
behavior of children

In 1934 she marred Ed-
ward Johnson, a timber
company owner, and retired
from teaching The couple
made their home in Toronto,
Port Arthur, and Forl
William until her husband's
death in 1952,

Marguerite Johnson obituary, Anamosa Journal, October 14, 1978

Headstone for Edward and Marguerite Wilker Johnson, Wyoming Cemetery, Wyoming, lowa

Research Notes

In 1934 an article appeared
in the Time Magazine
outlining her influence on
child behavior She was also
a commiltee member of the
first child welfare con-
ference called by President
Hoouver at the White House

She is survived by one
sister, Mrs. Mary Ann Riley
of Campbell, Calif., four
nieces and nephews, and
four great nieces and
nephews

She was preceeded in
death by her parents,
husband, one brother and
two sisters.

After a funeral in Canada
on Oct 5, services were held
at the Wyoming Methodist
church on Oct 7 at 11 am.
with Rev Loren Simpson
officiating Burial was in the
Wyoming cemetery
Pallbearers were John
Hughes, William Hughes;
Stanley Allen, John
Eichhorn, Melvin Sievers,
and William Reade

Edward’s name is included on Marguerite’s headstone. | don’t know if he was reinterred in the

Wyoming Cemetery.

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)
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Aneata Helen Wilker

Mary Ann’s sister Aneata was born in Wyoming, lowa on December 12, 1892. When she was just
seven years old, Aneata developed a serious heart ailment. She died from that heart ailment on
February 10, 1906. She was buried in the Wyoming, lowa cemetery.

Demise of Aneta Wilker,

Aneta Xelen Wilker was born in
Wyoming, Towa, Docember 12th, 1802,
and died a{ the home of her parenls
February 10, 1906, Sho had lived the
christian live of a child from early
years, but made her public profession
and united with the Presbyterian
church November 27th, 1004 From
her 76k vear she was aflicted with de-
rangewent of heart action, and had
nover been able to join In the usual
sports of chndhood but ondured tho
privation with a courage beyond her
years. She was of sweet lovable dispo-
sition and always grateful for kind-
ness of others whe were thoughtful of
Her weakness. Her last days werefull
of suffering, which was pationtly borne
—no word of complaint ever escaping
her lips. The funpral services wore
conducted by her pastor at tho Pres-
byterian church, Monday, at; 10:00 A.x.
A large number of her schoolmates
waore present, nearly filling the bodyof
the church. Mr and Mrs Wilker have
the sympathy of the communit.y inthe
time of theirsorrow. ‘Suffer the lt-
tle children to come unto me forof
such is the kingdom of heaven. Their
'angels do always behold the face of my
'Fathor-which is in heaven,”

Aneta Wilker’s obituary, Wyoming Journal, February 15, 1906

Research Notes

One obituary puts Aneata’s age at her death as 14 years and two months, which would put her
birth in December 1891. That wouldn’t have been possible, given that older sister Marguerite
was born in September 1891, and that Aneata was born in lowa. Aneata shares a headstone with
her parents. That headstone says she lived from 1892 to 1905. This is at odds with news coverage
of her death, which was reported in February 1906.

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)
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Minnie June Wilker
June was born June 24, 1894 in Wyoming, lowa.

IOWA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH—DIVISION OF VITAL STATISTICS
BIRTH CERTIFICATE | 5 6 2 B
(Explanation) Y
In past years many birth records were not flled at the tlmu of birth as provided by statute, dne to the neglect of those
charged with the duty of filing #aid record. This aflldavit Is provided to take care of such cases and may be executed by the

attending physician, midwife, parent, nearest relative or other parmn having full knowledge of the facts of this birth. NOT AC-
CEPTABLE IF SIGNED BY THE PARTY FOR WHOM IT IS MADE.

AFF!DAV!T

» (TS Hinuie F&\It hrop “Iilk belng duly sworn, depose and say that I m_ZL:rm

o i,
of age; that I have known the d herein for. u'9 years ; that I reside at Wyomin

in the COUNTY OF. Jone B STATE OF. onm ; that the anawers

given to the following questions are true and correct as I verily beliove.

T Tp— MINNIE JUNE WILKER
PLACE OF BIRTH: STATE OF IOWA, COUNTY OF. Jones » __CITY OF. Wyoming

TOWNSHIP or“__...__w_l’_,.mﬂ_flg::..__,.__. STREET.
Sex of Twin, triplet, Number in order Legitimate
Child or other of birth Dhnhhf,( June 9“', 18q)+
irt! —

——

Month D i
Female (To ba answered only in Brd yes 4 v 3 " -
event of plural births)

. IT
~

EING RECORDED THAT THE PERSON SIGNING THE

Name of physician, midwife,

or other person attending DPr. Martin Calkins
at this birth

FATHER MOTHER
Full Full

Nama William Wilker Maiden Minnie Fawthrop

Ontario, Canada Stateor Gountry  Ontario, Canada

o t ti £ Onlye t timo of
a ¥ C
White chﬁ’ birth . © 26 Yoars w Sﬁ. birth 25 Years

Occupation at time
Occupation at time of this birth

of thia birth hardware mechanic

Birthplace
State or Country

Housewife

That the basis of my knowledge for answers given nbove is as follows..

STATE OF Jones COUNTY, 83

on tht nyot Maroh, ) i Mrs. Minflie Fawthrop
and makes oath that the information given ln this instrument su n a8 "‘"‘”’ilker

toal 1o GRS DiStr’ch g:’urtm...h
My commisaion

expires. ‘e State of. Ot

Signat . £ 2
ignature j T = < M.D.
OR - ;Z < Z“ (State Rexmm) r
: e - Dat dé’"
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AFFIDAVIT SHOW CLEARLY AND FULLY THE BASIS FOR HIS ENOWLEDGE IN THE SPACE PROVIDED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

18 THEREFORE OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO THE PERSON WHOSE BIRTH IS B

tir irector Division of Vital Statistics) signc&!’A.R.. 2 }g

Belated birth certificate for Minnie June Wilker
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There was little mention of her in the local news until September 1915, when it was reported
that she was setting off “for a year’s work in the Teachers Training College” in Cedar Falls, lowa.
She next appears in the news the following spring when she visits her parents in Wyoming in April
1916 from Greeley, Colorado, where she was attending school at the State Normal School of
Colorado. It was about two weeks before this visit when she gave birth to daughter Mary Ann in
Kansas City, Missouri. After leaving Mary Ann with William and Minnie to raise, June returned to
college.

June married Army Lt. Gardner LeRoy Williams on December 1, 1917 in Denver, Colorado, and
soon moved to Oklahoma where Gardner was stationed at Fort Sill.

WILKLER—WILLIAMS.

The beautiful wedding of Misg
Minnie of Wyom ing,
Iowa, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wil
liam Wilker to Lieut. Gardogr L.
Williams, son of Mr. and Mrs, Day-
ton G. Williams, Minneapo lis, Min-
nesota was soleminized, Saturday,
December 1st. at St. John Chapel in
Denver. The bride was married in
& beautiful white satin gown with
old point lace trimmings. She wore
a full length veil. The only orpa-
ment wora was a necklace of pearls.
A gift of the groom. Tho groom
wore bis un form. Their attindeats
were Miss Mildred Mayges, of Color-
ado, Springs; Mr. Jack Dunn of Den -
ver, DBishop Anderson office rating,

The bride attended school at Mon-
ticello, Iowa and Greely, Colorado.,
being & Sigma Phi. at the latter.

The groom is a graduato of Raocice
College and the spent one year
abroad, He is & Phi Delta Tau and
is now & 18t, Lieut. in the Field Ar-
tiltery U.1S, Army. The bride and
groom will spend the winter in the
South.

l <> o
R

Gardner Williams weds Minnie June Wilker, Wyoming Journal, December 13, 1917
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Gardner was born April 14, 1892 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Before World War |, Gardner
worked as a shoe salesman. He then served in the Army from November 27, 1917 to March 4,
1919, where he achieved the rank of captain.

After his service, Gardner opened the first J.C. Penney store in San Francisco. For several years,
he was an executive with J.C. Penney, including as General Manager of the San Francisco store
from 1933 until he retired in 1952. He built a home in San Francisco’s Sea Cliff neighborhood on
a bluff just above Baker Beach, then and now a well-heeled neighborhood.

House at 12 25™ Ave North, San Francisco, Gardner and June’s address in the 1950 U.S. Census;
© Google Street View

June and Gardner had one son, Gardner Williams, Jr. Gardner, Jr., married Anna Lea McDonald,
and they had four children.

Gardner, Sr. died on May 20, 1959 in La Jolla, California. Because he served in World War |, he
was buried in Fort Rosencrans National Cemetery in La Jolla.
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Gardner L. Williams |
Buried at La Jolla

Gardner L. Williams, man-|went to live in La Jolla in
ager of the J. C. Penney de-({1957.
partment store here almost| Mr. Williams is survived by
20 years, was buried Wednes-|his widow, Mrs. June Wil-
day in the Fort Rosecrans Na-|liams; a son, Gardner L. Wil-
tional Cemetery at La Jolla.|liams Jr., of Gilroy; two broth-

Mr. Williams died May 20|ers, Clinton B. Williams of
after a long illness. He was 67.{San Francisco, and Keith

Born in Minneapolis, Minn.,|Williams of Lansing, Ill., and
Mr. Williams was generallby two sisters, Mrs. Thomas
manager of the J. C. Penney|McManus of Cedar Falls,
store when it opened here in|lowa, and Mrs. William Simp-
1933. He retired in 1952, and[son of Minneapolis.

Gardner L. Williams’ obituary, San Francisco Examiner, May 30, 1959

June died on May 8, 1967, and was buried with her husband.

June Williams
dies; funeral
Thursday

Funeral services will be held

Thursday for June M, Williams,
72, a Los Gatos resident for
the past seven years who was
found dead of natural causes
Monday at her apartment, 347
Massol Ave,

Rites will be at 2 p.m, at
Chapel of the Hills and burial
will be in San Diego.

A native of Canada, she is sur=
vived by a son, Gardner L, Wil=
liams of Gilroy; a daughter, Mrs,
Mary Ann Hughs of San Jose;
and a sister, Mrs., Marguerite
Johnson of Canada,

June Williams’ obituary, Los Gatos Times-Saratoga Observer, May 10, 1967
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GARDNER
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CAPTAIN
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WORLD WAR I
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Headstone for Gardner and June Williams, Fort Rosencrans National Cemetery, San Diego,
California

William Fawthrop Wilker
Will was born August 16, 1903 in Wyoming, lowa.

Will graduated from Wyoming High School in May 1922, and enrolled at the University of lowa
that fall. He went on to attend medical school at the University of lowa, graduating in June 1928.

After graduating, he served his medical internship at Metropolitan Hospital in New York City. The
following June he accepted a surgeon’s position at Lenox Hospital in New York City as resident
surgeon, specializing in children’s diseases. By early 1930, Will had left New York for a position
at the lola, Wisconsin hospital, where he practiced medicine for the rest of his life.

WYOMING—Dr. Will Wilker, son
of Mr. and Mrs. William Wilker of
Wyoming, having completed his in-
terneship at the Metropolitan hos-
pita.l. Welfare Island, New York
'City, has accepted & position at
Lenox Hill hospital as resident sur-
%e:n.w His %‘e‘ began Junechilz
dren’s diseases.

Will Wilker completes his medical internship, Cedar Rapids Gazette, June 13, 1929 (left)

He married Ruth Lucile Hall in July 1929 in New York City. Will and Lucile likely met at the
University of lowa, as she also graduated from there in June 1928.
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Will and Lucile had four children — Wanda Matthess, William H. Wilker, Dr. Richard Wilker and
James B. Wilker — and several grandchildren.

Will died of a heart attack in lola on September 30, 1950. He was buried in the lola Riverside
Community Cemetery.

After Will died, Lucile and their family returned to lowa City, where she operated a nursery for
several years. Lucile died of a heart attack in January 1978. Her body was donated to the
University of lowa for medical research. She was eventually buried in a Williamsburg, lowa
cemetery, where her parents were also buried.

¥R ¥

Headstone for William F. Wilker and Lucile Hall Wilker, East York Cemetery, Williamsburg, lowa
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LUCILE WILKER
Lucile Wilker

Mrs. R. Lucile Wilker, 71, of 947 Iowa
' Ave., died Saturday after she was
" stricken with a heart attack.

There will be no funeral. The body
was donated to the University of Iowa
for medical research. A memorial fund

* is being established to aid animals.

*  Mrs. Wilker was born Dec. 7, 1906, in

- Aitkin, Minn., to Ernest and Gertrude
Groves Hall. She was a 1924 graduate of
Iowa City High School and a 1928
graduate of the University of lowa in
home economics. She attended nursing

~ school. In January 1929, she

© Dr. William F. Wilker in New Y
City. The couple lived in Iola, Wis.

« Following ber husband's death

i

Methodist Church, the Wisconsin
Eastern Star, and the Pilgrim Chapter
. of the D.A.R. of Iowa City.
Survivors include one daughter,
* Wanda Matthess of Iowa City; three
sons, William H. Wilker of Madison,
- Wis., Dr. Richard Wilker of Creston,
. and James B. Wilker of Antigo, Wis.;
. and one sister, Marguerite Fairchild of
Iowa City.

Lucile Hc;/l Wilker obituary, lowa City Press-Citizen, January 30, 1978
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Research Notes
Will’s name is on Lucile’s headstone in lowa, but | don’t know whether he was reinterred there.

Some lowa birth records suggest that William was born in 1904, but most records and his
headstone put the year as 1903.

Lucile’s obituary said they married in January 1929, but New York marriage records put the date
in July 1929.
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Scenes from Wyoming, lowa as the Wilkers Saw It

WASHINGTON STREET, LOOKING NORTH, WYOMING, |OWA,

The Wyoming train depot

Mary Ann Wilker (1916-2020)
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North Side, Main Str.,, Wyoming, lowa
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The Williams Hotel on the south side of Main Street
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